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Borough residents question Belmar’s actions
post-Sandy
Belmar pays AshBritt $19 per cubic yard to sift sand; Manasquan paid $5
per cubic yard
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Several borough residents have questioned the borough council’s transparency, citing how the town
has handled recovery efforts since Hurricane Sandy hit the area Oct. 29.

NO BIDS

At a recent council meeting, resident and former GOP councilman William Merkler raised concern about the
borough’s clean up effort, specifically the sand sifting project and the fact it did not go out to bid.

Soon after Hurricane Sandy hit, New Jersey contracted Florida-based company AshBritt for debris removal,
giving local municipalities the option to use AshBritt without going out to bid. Belmar chose to use the state
option, AshBritt, who then contracted out to other companies to do much of the debris removal work.

And while other boroughs chose to bid out their sand sifting, Belmar did not, opting to
use AshBritt to do the work as part of their overall, beachfront cleanup contract.

To sift 78,402 cubic yards of sand, the borough paid AshBritt $1.5 million, while
Manasquan paid $237,000 to sift 45,000 cubic yards of sand. Manasquan went out to
bid on the sand sifting.

In total 111,000 cubic yards of sand were sifted in Belmar, but the borough has not
yet received the bill for the remaining 30,000 or so cubic yards of sand.

As it stands, the borough has paid about $19 per cubic yard of sand to be sifted, while
Manasquan paid about $5 per cubic yard.

Mr. Merkler said while he thinks Ferreira Construction, of Branchburg, did a “great job in the beginning” as the
town was cleaned up, he noticed that “once the emergency was over” work was still being done while “nothing
was going out to bid.” Ferreira Construction is a subcontractor for AshBritt.

Mr. Merkler also questioned why projects such as Silver Lake and the Belmar Marina’s stone work did not go out
to bid. The Silver Lake project included removing the sand and mud debris from Silver Lake. The debris will
then be used to create a 2-foot berm around the lake. The marina’s stone work project is regraveling the
marina’s parking lot, which was used as a debris dumping site after Hurricane Sandy.

“None of it’s going out to bid,” he said. “I mean how are we running our town?”

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said “we’re running our town extremely efficiently and responsibly.
Every piece of work performed is directly related to the debris caused by Hurricane Sandy and has a direct
impact on the health and welfare of this town.”

Ms. Connolly said after the meeting that at any time there is an emergency condition where the borough needs
to respond quickly to ensure the safety of residents, the borough does not need to go out to bid. And projects
such as Silver Lake, and the marina’s stone work, did not have to be bid out because it was an emergency.
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BROADCO

Other residents questioned the borough’s decision to fire Broadco Property Restoration of Michigan, the
company that was hired soon after Hurricane Sandy to help pump the water out of the borough’s streets.

The borough was expected to make an initial payment of $50,000 to Broadco, and it was estimated the initial
seven days of dewatering services would cost about $225,600.

A few days after Broadco was hired, however, the borough fired the company, and the $50,000 initial payment
was stopped, borough officials said.

The company did not get a “penny” for pumping, Ms. Connolly said, but they were paid for generators they
provided the town.

Bill Young, the former borough administrator and a Belmar resident, said, “I hired Broadco and I fired Broadco
because they sucked.”

Mr. Young was still working for the borough when Broadco was hired and fired.

Residents questioned whether AshBritt replaced Broadco and was the reason for the company’s firing.

But Ms. Connolly said the two companies were hired for different reasons— AshBritt for debris cleanup and
Broadco for water pumping. She also said JH Reid General Contractor, of South Plainfield, and Midatlantic
Construction, of Barnegat, were hired to pump out the water from the streets after Broadco was fired.

Joe Ledbetter, general manager and director of operations for Broadco, said, “they never fired us.”

“The goal was to get the water drained down to the grade and that’s what we did,” he said, noting it took
about one- and one-half weeks to complete the job.

Ms. Connolly said “that’s not true.”

Broadco had tried for several days to get their pumps working, but were unable to do so, so Belmar stopped the
payment to them and “they were terminated,” she said.

Mr. Ledbetter said that is not what happened as the pumps did work, but took time to set up and operate since
they are “as big as a vehicle.”

When asked whether they got paid, Mr. Ledbetter said he did not know but he would look into it. By press time
yesterday, he was unable to substantiate whether the company was paid.

FALSE NOTICE

Borough resident Eugene Cramer questioned why a legal notice was posted in The Coast Star on Jan. 31 about
the special meeting held the night before, on Jan. 30, regarding possibly rezoning the beachfront. The notice
stated that an ordinance was “introduced and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Mayor and
Council,” and that a public hearing on the ordinance would be held on Feb. 9 at 10 a.m.

On Jan. 30 the borough’s planning board and council met at two separate meetings to discuss the plan, which
was originally proposed to amend the beachfront commercial zones so that Ocean Avenue businesses that are
not permitted uses could expand their business. This was in anticipation of Gov. Chris Christie taking action to
allow seasonal liquor license holders to open sooner than usual.

The planning board was expected to make a recommendation to rezone the beachfront, then the council was
expected to vote on that recommendation.

However, prior to the meetings, the borough discovered such action was no longer necessary since La Dolce
Vita, the Ocean Avenue business the borough was looking to amend the policy for, would be able to benefit
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from Gov. Christie’s proposed policy change without amending the zoning. As a result, there was no meting on
Feb. 9.

“That’s a fantasy, right? That’s fiction. That did not happen,” Mr. Cramer said.

Mayor Doherty said posting the legal notice is a requirement, and the borough held the meeting, anticipating to
take action, but that did not happen.

Mr. Cramer said by posting the legal notice, with an action that did not happen, it “undermines the credibility
of the borough clerk [April Claudio] when I see things like this.”

“I have in my hand a half of page of fiction. This never happened,” Mr. Cramer said.

The legal notice said something else, he said. “I think what it says is no matter what any of us could have said
at the meeting on January 30, the mayor and council didn’t care about it. It was already at the printers.”

APPLAUDING THE BOROUGH

While some residents questioned how the borough operated post-Sandy, others applauded their effort.

Council President Claire Deicke spoke up during the evening, telling the mayor not to be “dissuaded” by the
“negativity” at the meeting.

Many people have come to her to “compliment” the work Mayor Doherty has done since Hurricane Sandy, she
said.

“So what’s happening here tonight should not affect you at all,” she said. “Your leadership in this town has
made the difference, and I just want you to know that and I mean that from the bottom of my heart.”

The councilwoman said she does not have a problem with residents “questioning anything,” but she does have a
problem with people “trying to destroy the reputations of very, very decent people.”

Belmar resident Bill McKim also thanked the borough for all they’ve done.

“I’m very happy with everything that’s been done,” he said, noting the mayor and council’s leadership has been
“great.”

“I’m very proud to be part of this town,” Mr. McKim said.

Jimmy Kamaris, owner of Jimmy’s Place on Ocean Avenue, said after the storm he tried to do his part to help
out by feeding people.

“I think we followed your lead,” he said to Mayor Doherty. “I was feeding people. People were bringing me food
to feed people and it just snowballs. It’s like you get excited about it and that’s what a good leader does.”

Belmar resident Brendan Reed echoed those sentiments.

“In my opinion this council, this borough, this community has done an amazing and a fair job and a proper job
in recovering from one of the worst disasters this country, this continent has ever seen,” he said.

Sam Kaye, a planning board member, said he heard a lot of complaints about Mayor Doherty, but he has not
heard of “anything” he has done right.

“As far as I’m concerned, you do a lot of things right, otherwise Belmar wouldn’t be put on the map the way it
is today,” he said.
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