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Borough to hold special meeting
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The borough is scheduled to hold a special meeting tonight for residents living in a flood zone to
discuss options available for those looking to elevate their homes.

At the meeting, Mark Fessler, borough zoning officer, and John Rowe, borough construction official, as well as a
Small Business Administration [SBA] representative and a Witt Associates representative — who will be
representing the county — will talk about residents’ options, said Louise Mekosh, borough administrator.

According to Ms. Mekosh, there are several options available for residents looking to raise their homes, all of
which will be discussed at the meeting.

The borough may apply for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s [FEMA] hazard mitigation grant
program on behalf of residents looking to elevate their home, she said.

There is also the National Flood Insurance Program’s [NFIP] Increased Cost of Compliance [ICC] coverage. The
NFIP is part of FEMA.

Flood insurance policy-holders in high-risk areas, also known as special flood hazard
areas, can get up to $30,000 to help pay the costs of meeting the requirements of
their community’s flood plain ordinance through ICC coverage.

ICC claims are paid only on flood-damaged homes in a high-risk area that do not
already comply with the local flood plain ordinances. The amount of flood damage
has to be declared by local authorities as substantial, meaning the damage caused
equates to 50 percent or more of the home’s assessed value.

There are slightly fewer than 20 homes in Lake Como that have been substantially
damaged by Hurricane Sandy, Ms. Mekosh said.

The third option is a SBA low-interest loan, she said.

During the meeting, discussion will also be held about the advisory base flood elevation maps that Gov. Chris
Christie recently adopted as the rebuilding standard for the state, and how it relates to residents looking to
rebuild.

The meeting is set to be held at 7 p.m. tonight in borough hall, 1740 Main St.
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