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Beautification project nearing completion
after three years
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The much anticipated Main Street beautification project is finally nearing completion — three
years after the project first began.

Lake Como’s beautification project began in 2010 when the borough was awarded grant money. However, due
to government cutbacks, the grant was taken away, Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk said.

Two years later, in March 2012, the borough received the funding it was hoping for through two grants—
$104,000 from a Community Development Block Grant [CDBG] and $160,000 from the New Jersey Department
of Transportation [DOT], Councilwoman Tzibrouk said.

Councilwoman Tzibrouk serves as the borough’s representative to the CDBG program.

The DOT grant was used to repave a portion of Main Street, which has already been done, while the CDBG was
used to purchase items such as bike racks, benches, garbage bins and recycling bins.

According to the councilwoman, the benches have been installed on Main Street, and
the rest of the items will be installed shortly.

The items will be color coordinated, she said, and decals with the town logo will be
placed on the recycling and garbage bins.

“It really is a beautification for the downtown area,” Councilwoman Tzibrouk said.

In addition, NJ Transit installed two new bus shelters on Main Street, which the town
has to maintain, she said.

The councilwoman said she would like to thank Brendan Maas, department of public works superintendent, and
Louise Mekosh, borough administrator, for their help in the project.

In the near future, Councilwoman Tzibrouk said there should be an open meeting for residents to offer
suggestions on what to seek this year for CDBG funds.
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