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Belmar Elementary to expand its
professional development program
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School [BES] will be expanding a pilot program it started this year to train
teachers in Google Apps for education and technology integration.

Superintendent David Hallman spoke about the program and its expansion at Monday evening’s board of
education meeting.

The professional development program began this school year using the $98,000 the school received from the
United Arab Emirates Embassy. The Hurricane Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund distributed the funds.

With the funds received, BES purchased Chromebooks, upgraded the school’s technology infrastructure and
started the professional development program, with Rich Kiker, a top-rated Google Certified Trainer, at the
helm, instructing the teachers on how to use the technology.

This year, BES, Spring Lake Heights, Avon, Bradley Beach and Spring Lake teachers have taken part in the pilot
program, meeting once per week to learn about the apps and technology, Mr. Hallman said, noting it was free
this year because of the money received.

Most students today are digital learners, Mr. Hallman said, so training teachers on how
to use such technology allows them to communicate with their students more
efficiently.

“I think it’s provided time for the teachers to create activities for the students to be
engaged with the Google applications,” Mr. Hallman said, noting the program has
been effective.

Kevin O’Donnell, network manager and technology facilitator for BES, agrees that the
program has been effective.

Mr. O’Donnell, along with Pamela Lockwood, who is also a technology facilitator at the school, have been
facilitating the training of the teachers. Both are Google Apps For Education Qualified Individuals.

The program is “showing the teachers how technology can make teaching easy for them, how they can reach
the students and how it can be effective,” he said.

Due to the success of the pilot program, BES has decided to expand it next school year to include about 15
school districts, Mr. Hallman said.

Unlike this year, the participating schools will have to pay a fee of $700 per person, which includes 14,
three-hour sessions, he said.

BES will have 12 teachers participating in the program, Mr. Hallman said.

The fee will help cover the cost of the consultant who will help train the teachers, he said.
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