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Christie gives seasonal licenses another
early start
But the March 1 date to sell liquor
doesn’t work for everyone
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Seasonal liquor license establishments will, once
again, be able to serve alcohol two months earlier than usual
thanks to an executive order Gov. Chris Christie signed last
week.

Executive order No. 151, which was signed by Gov. Christie
late last week, permits seasonal liquor license holders to begin
serving alcohol on March 1, instead of the traditional May 1
start date.

Seasonal licensees must stop serving liquor on Nov. 14.

This is not the first time Gov. Christie granted such an
extension, as he signed a similar executive order last year to
aid businesses as they continued to recover from Hurricane
Sandy.

“We’re grateful that the governor was willing to do this and
help out small businesses in our community,” Belmar Mayor
Matt Doherty said.

“Last year’s extension spurred much-needed economic activity
at the Jersey Shore by allowing businesses to open early and
welcome customers ahead of the summer tourism season,”
Gov. Christie said. “Helping Sandy-damaged Shore businesses
get back to full strength has been a top priority of my

administration, and we’ve been
working closely with the business community along the Shore to hear their needs and
concerns. Because of the additional support and relief these businesses saw from last
year’s expansion, we will once again advance the start date and allow these
businesses

to get a head start on the 2014 summer season,” he said.”

The seasonal liquor license extension will apply to several local seasonal liquor
licenses, including D’Jais Bar & Grill, La Dolce Vita and 10th Ave. Burrito Company, all
of Belmar, as well as Union Landing, in Brielle.

Nick Fuccilli, co-owner of La Dolce Vita on Ocean Avenue, said like last year, he will take advantage of this
executive order and begin serving alcohol on March 1.

“All around, it’s a very positive thing for us,” he said, adding that the early start to serving alcohol caused him
to see a spike in business.
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La Dolce Vita owner Nick Fuccilli stocked his
shelves with alcohol in preparation for March 1,
which is the day his business can begin serving
alcohol. The Ocean Avenue business in Belmar
holds a seasonal liquor license, which
traditionally means the business cannot start
serving alcohol until May 1, but Gov. Chris
Christie recently signed an executive order
extending the seasonal liquor license season.
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While Mr. Fuccilli said March and April are not the busiest months, “every little bit of it helps,” especially last
year after Hurricane Sandy and this year after the rough winter.

Last year, Mr. Fuccilli was one of the people who approached the governor about the possibility of allowing
seasonal liquor license holders to serve alcohol sooner, he said.

The governor is “a man of his word as far as I’m concerned,” Mr. Fuccilli said. “He gets things done.”

“I’m impressed that he went out of his way to help us,” especially since there are not many seasonal liquor
license holders in the state, he said, adding that he is “excited” to see how the extension will effect his
business this year.

There are nine seasonal liquor license holders left in the state, eight of which are in Monmouth County, said
Zach Hosseini, state Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control spokesperson. The ninth license is inactive, he said.

“It’s purely coincidental,” Mr. Hosseini said about why all the seasonal liquor license holders are in Monmouth
County.

The nine seasonal liquor license holders are D’Jais, 10th Avenue Burrito Co., La Dolce Vita, all of Belmar, Union
Landing in Brielle, The Columns and Norwood Inn, both of Avon-by-the-Sea, The Grand Victorian Hotel in Spring
Lake, The Parker House in Sea Girt, and LB License, Inc., pocketed in Hoboken.

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill, said like last year, his establishment will also be taking
advantage of the license extension, although only for the Belmar-Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The parade is slated for March 2 [see related story, page 1].

“We had a great day last year so we’re anticipating the same this year,” he said.

Mr. Sementa said, “It’s great to be able to participate in it [parade day].”

The D’Jais co-owner said he thinks what Gov. Christie is doing is “helpful” to local businesses.

“He’s still mindful, even though newspaper headlines and media headlines have passed on, the storm, Sandy, is
still with us,” Mr. Sementa said.

Extending the seasonal liquor license time frame is “a good boost for the summer” as it reminds people about
Belmar, he said.

Brian Katz, owner of 10th Avenue Burrito Co., said he, too, will take advantage of the March 1 start date. He
took advantage of it last year, as well.

“It definitely helped” last year as his business saw an increase in revenue, he said.

Mr. Katz said what Gov. Christie did was “awesome.”

“It’s a huge boost for small businesses,” Mr. Katz said.

While some businesses decided to take advantage of the governor’s executive order, at least one other chose
not to.

Kathy Schmidt, owner of Union Landing, said while they decided to begin serving alcohol early last year, they
will not be doing so this year.

“We decided that it didn't pay to be open in March. It wasn't worth it,” she said.

Mrs. Schmidt said she feels businesses did not get enough notice to begin serving alcohol this weekend.
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“This year he [Gov. Christie] was a little slow,” she said, noting the governor gave them plenty of notice last
year. “I will be surprised if there are many who can be out there by March. 1. You have to renew your liquor
license, it's more than unlocking the door and serving beer.”
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