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Advisory committee discusses specifics
about new pavilions
Committee unanimously agrees beachfront should be rebuilt
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The nine advisory committee members took a poll, and unanimously decided the beachfront, here,
should be rebuilt, after one borough resident questioned whether it should be done at a council meeting last
week.

COUNCIL MEETING

At the borough’s Feb. 20 council meeting, one Belmar resident questioned whether the beachfront should be
rebuilt.

Andrea Ganguzza, of 14th Avenue, said she believes the borough needs to discuss with residents whether the
beachfront buildings should be rebuilt.

The borough should be trying to reestablish Main Street as a place for people to go
and spend money, she said. There is also the west side of Ocean Avenue that has many
restaurants and businesses for people to go to, she said.

“Why not leave our boardwalk pristine and our beach beautiful and encourage people
to try to spend money and build up our downtown area,” Ms. Ganguzza said.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the general consensus he has seen is that the borough should
rebuild the beachfront — a thought he shares, too.

Councilman Brian Magovern, who is a lifelong resident of Belmar, said he “never
thought of not rebuilding those buildings.” But, he “asked around” and found that, while some said no to
rebuilding the beachfront, “by far” most wanted the buildings to be rebuilt.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

To find out whether the advisory committee members held the same sentiments as the resident, the committee
took a poll at its Feb. 21 meeting. All nine members believed the beachfront should be rebuilt, Councilman
Magovern said. The councilman sits on the advisory committee.

The advisory committee was created with the goal of making recommendations to the mayor and council on
rebuilding the beachfront, which was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. The boardwalk and all four pavilions were
destroyed by the hurricane.

The committee will report to the mayor and council on its findings and will be in existence until October.

At its meeting last week, the committee continued to talk about the pavilions and how they should be rebuilt.

According to Councilman Brian Magovern, who sits on the advisory committee, the committee decided Taylor
Pavilion should be two stories, with a balcony on the ocean side.

The committee also discussed the possibility of swapping the 10th and Eighth Avenue pavilions, so the 10th
Avenue pavilion is only used for borough department headquarters, while the Eighth Avenue pavilion is only
home to concessions, the councilman said.
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The 10th Avenue pavilion was home to two buildings, one which housed concession stands and the other that
housed the first aid, Water Rescue Team, police and lifeguard headquarters.

The 10th Avenue pavilion could be one and one-half story tall, with a tower so lifeguards and other borough
employees can view the ocean and patrons on the beach, he said. The Eighth Avenue pavilion would be one
story, with a possible rooftop deck with seating, Councilman Magovern said.

Switching the uses, Councilman Magovern said, would benefit residents as the pavilions would not be blocking
their views. Keeping all headquarters at the 10th Avenue pavilion will also beneficial as it is centrally located,
he said.

This is “just a recommendation” and nothing has been finalized, Councilman Magovern said.

The committee did not get a chance to discuss the 13th Avenue pavilion specifically, he said, although he knows
the three other pavilions will compliment the Taylor Pavilion.

Councilman Magovern said the biggest problem with the buildings is that the boardwalk will be one level, while
the buildings will be another, higher level. The buildings will be higher than the boardwalk because they must
comply with the new base flood elevations that the Federal Emergency Management Agency recently put out.

The committee will meet again on March 21.
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