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Belmar Arts Council celebrates Live
Performance Series anniversary
Chris Turner & Steel Rail Blues performs
at series’ first anniversary
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Arts Council [BAC] celebrated the
one-year anniversary of its Live Performance Series the way it
started, bringing back the band that kicked off the series last
year.

One year ago, Chris Turner and Steel Rail Blues was the first
act to perform at the Belmar Arts Council’s Live Performance
Series.

And on Saturday, Feb. 23, one year later, the band performed
at the venue once again, as the main act for the Live
Performance Series’ one-year anniversary.

“We’re starting the new year exactly how we started last
year,” said Chris Krebs, trustee of the BAC and performance
coordinator.

About 45 people came to the event to hear Chris Turner and
Steel Rail Blues, Mr. Krebs said.

“It was a really good turnout considering the weather,” he
said.

The band has a sound that is “very
reminiscent of Bakersfield, 60s country and crossover country rock,” Mr. Turner said.
Chris Turner and Steel Rail Blues consists of Mr. Turner, of Clark, and Bob Andrews, of
Marlton, on guitar and vocals, Wayne DeBiasio, of Avanel, on bass and vocals and Ross
Hirtzel, of Roselle Park, on drums.

The event raised a total of $364, with $287 going to the band and $77 going to the
BAC, Mr. Krebs said. Normally 75 percent of the proceeds go to the band, plus
additional funds from their merchandise, with the remaining 25 percent going to the
BAC. This event, however, was a little different as people gave additional funds to
both the BAC and band.

Alice Coleman, of Tinton Falls, who attended the event with her husband, Jack, said, “we were very pleased”
with the show.

It was a “very good show, excellent,” she said, noting she has heard Chris Turner and Steel Rail Blues
“numerous” times.

Ms. Coleman said she “recommends” people to go to a BAC event, as it is a “nice place for people to check out
and see local artists,” she said.
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Chris Turner and the Steel Rail Blues performed
at the Belmar Arts Council this past weekend in
honor of the council’s Live Performance Series
one-year anniversary. Chris Turner and the Steel
Rail Blues consists of Mr. Turner on guitar and
vocals [from left], Wayne DeBiasio on bass and
vocals, Bob Andrews on guitar and vocals and
Ross Hirtzel on drums. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS,
STAR NEWS GROUP
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When asked how it was to play at the BAC, Mr. Turner said he “loves” it.

“It’s about as good a gig you’re going to find,” he said, noting the BAC is “professional” and supportive of the
arts.

The BAC’s Live Performance Series will be hosting about 30 performances this year, including Tommy & Abby
Anton on March 23, The Jo Wymer Student Showcase on March 30 and Deirdre Forrest & Michael Brett on April
6.

The BAC is located at 608 River Road, which is off of Seventh Avenue near the railroad tracks.
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