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Borough looking to go out to bid for
emergency services
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough will be prepared if a natural disaster were to strike the area again as they will soon be
going out to bid for emergency services, which would essentially lock in prices for debris clean up for a set
period of time.

Mayor Matt Doherty recommended the borough go out to bid now, instead of waiting for a disaster to hit, at the
Feb. 20 council meeting. The governing body then unanimously approved the recommendation.

“God forbid something like this happens again,” Mayor Doherty said. “As a municipality we too should be as
prepared as possible.”

The mayor said the borough will go out to bid in a “variety of different ways” to see what prices they get from
the different contractors. The borough will be looking at the price given for the whole emergency services
package as well as how much an individual service could cost, then compare to see what the best deal is.

The services that the borough is looking for includes debris clean up, sand sifting, pumping out water, recycling
and supplying generators, all of which would be utilized in “Sandy-like” situations, Mayor Doherty said.

By doing this, Belmar will have those “prices in place now, and God forbid anything
close to what happened this past October ever happens again, we would literally have
a list of pre-qualified, pre-priced contractors to choose from,” he said.

Each contractor who decides to go to bid on the emergency services will be required
to be able to deploy within 24 hours of a disaster and be able to put up a performance
bond, Mayor Doherty said. The contractors would also have to understand that by
giving the borough their bid they are locking in the prices for the next two years, he
said, noting once those two years are up, the borough would go out to bid on the
services again.

The bids will be done in such a way that even if it goes to the lowest bidder, the borough still gets a “high
quality contractor, which is the most important,” the mayor said.

When asked if this had anything to do with the scrutiny the borough has received from choosing Florida-based
AshBritt after Hurricane Sandy, Mayor Doherty said after the meeting that it does not. Some residents have
questioned the borough’s choice of AshBritt, since the mayor’s wife, Maggie Moran, works for M Public Affairs,
which was retained by Conti Group — which was retained by AshBritt.

“It’s smart to be prepared for future storms,” he said after the meeting.

The borough has not gone out to bid on the emergency services, yet, but is expected to in the next few weeks.
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