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Woman’s Club submits grant to help with
library’s restoration
Council awards contract for staircase, landscaping of library
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Woman’s Club [BWC] recently submitted an application to the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs [GFWC] seeking a grant to help restore the borough’s library.

When Hurricane Sandy hit late last year, the Belmar Public Library sustained a lot of damage, mainly to its
lower level, which shut down the library for about one month. It reopened in December 2012.

The lower level has since been gutted and replaced, and the library is just waiting on the elevator to be
installed, which will take about another four months, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator.

Repairs caused by Hurricane Sandy are estimated at about $173,000, with an additional $160,000 in
improvements that were in the works prior to the storm, Ms. Connolly said.

Improvements underway prior to the storm include redoing the library entrance staircase, relocating the storm
pipe, installing a new sump pump and replacing the roof, most of which was completed prior to the storm. The
only improvement not done yet, but will be done soon, is redoing the library entrance staircase.

GRANT

To help fund the restoration efforts, the BWC submitted an application to the GFWC
Disaster Relief- Library Replenishment Fund on Feb. 21, said Larry Tormey, husband of
the BWC president, Rosemary Tormey, and grant writer for this application.

The fund can “assist in restocking the collections of public and public school libraries
that have been affected by natural and manmade disasters,” according to the club’s
website, marketplace.gfwc.org/gfwc-disaster-relieflibrary-replenishment-
fund-c53.aspx.

When asked how much the BWC is seeking to get in grant money, Mr. Tormey said the grant application does not
allow for a specific monetary request to be made.

Mr. Tormey said he does not know when the BWC will hear back, but he is “hoping it won’t take very long.”

Rosemarie Korbelak, library director, said, “We’re delighted that they thought of us and wanted to apply for
the grant on our behalf.”

COUNCIL MEETING

During the Feb. 20 council meeting, the governing body unanimously approved a resolution awarding a contract
for the construction of the library entrance staircase and landscaping.

The contract was awarded to A-Tech Concrete, of Edison, for $84,387.

The landscaping will include creating a walking path and adding flowers and shrubs, Ms. Connolly said.

The landscaping will “freshen up the outside,” she said.
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The landscaping and construction of the library’s staircase is expected to begin within the next 30 days.
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