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First Presbyterian Church raises $600 for
church restoration
Held first concert in annual Concert
Series this past weekend
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The First Presbyterian Church hosted its first event
this past weekend since Hurricane Sandy to help raise money
for the church’s restoration.

Due to Hurricane Sandy, the First Presbyterian Church
sustained major damage to the first floor as several feet of
water entered the building.

The first floor, which is home to the church’s social room,
kitchen, classrooms, storage areas and boiler room, were all
destroyed. Outside, the church’s air conditioning units sat
under water and were damaged and some of the church’s roof
was also damaged.

Repairs are estimated to cost about $350,000.

To help raise funds for the repairs, the church’s annual concert
series will also serve as a fundraiser, which is special for this
year.

Timothy Broege, longtime director of music at the church,
performed in the first concert of the series this past weekend,
on Sunday, Feb. 24. Mr. Broege has appeared as a soloist on

piano, harpsichord, organ and
recorder throughout the U.S., including concert appearances in Boston, Chicago, New
York, Phoenix and Dallas. His catalog of published compositions includes works for
orchestra, band, chorus, chamber music ensembles and solo instruments, many of
which have been performed throughout the world.

“Each piece Tim played was better than the next and the last three ragtime
selections were so much fun that they left us wanting more, said Nancy Steel, church
office manager.

The concert brought in over $600 for the church’s repairs, which Ms. Steel said was
“wonderful.”

“It was probably the largest crowd we’ve had for a recital,” she said. There were about 100 people in
attendance.

Future concerts include marimba virtuoso Greg Giannascoli on March 24, New York violinist Diane Bruce on April
28, and jazz guitar great Doug Clarke on May 19. All concerts in this year’s series will be raising money for the
church’s restoration. The concerts are free, but donations are encouraged.
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Timothy Broege, longtime director of music at
the First Presbyterian Church in Belmar, played
this past weekend at the church’s first concert
in their annual concert series. The concert
raised money to help the church repair the
damage caused by Hurricane Sandy. Photo by
RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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