
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Grand, deputy grand marshals to be installed
this Saturday
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The grand marshal and deputy grand marshals of this year’s Belmar-Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day
Parade will be installed into their positions on Saturday, the day before the parade marches down Main Street.

This year’s grand marshal is Laurence “Larry” Walsh, of Howell, and the deputy grand marshals are Nettie Anne
Aker, of Belmar, and Jackie Cavanagh, of Citrus Hills, Fla., both of whom were members of the parade’s original
committee 40 years ago.

LARRY WALSH

Mr. Walsh was born in Philadelphia and attended Our Lady of Grace Grammar School, Bishop Eagan High School
and Oklahoma State University, he said.

While growing up, his home was filled with Irish traditions — traditions that are still
carried out today — as his paternal grandparents emigrated from County Sligo in
Ireland to the United States, he said. He now resides in Howell with his wife, Kathy,
son, Sean, and daughter, Jillian.

Mr. Walsh started volunteering for the parade 14 years ago, moving from a section
coordinator to the starter of the parade, he said.

Over the past 40 years, Mr. Walsh has recruited many of his family members, including
his brother, Christopher, sisters, Barbara Walsh and Morna Zeglin, and son, Sean, to
volunteer at the parade.

Throughout the years, Mr. Walsh has been involved in many different organizations, such as the Howell South
Little League, where he has served as the field maintenance coordinator, community service coordinator and a
coach, he said. He has also been a coach in the Howell Basketball Club.

Mr. Walsh has also served as den leader for Pack 515 in Howell, and is a parishioner of the Church of Epiphany
in Brick. He is also a fourth-degree member of the Knights of Columbus in York, Pa.

He and his family will be visiting Ireland this summer to visit family and sightsee.

NETTIE AKER

Mrs. Aker was born and raised in Chicago. In 1950, she joined the United States Army, and was stationed at
bases throughout the country and in Japan, where she met her husband, Don, she said.

The Akers settled in West Orange where they began to raise their three sons, Fred Aker, Cliff Aker and William
Aker, and one daughter, Mary Anne Turnbull. There, she served as president of the Washington Street School
Parent Teacher Organization for two years.

In 1968, the Aker family relocated to the Jersey Shore, settling into Belmar, where they have remained to this
day. Here, her children attended St. Rose grammar and high schools, as well as Manasquan and Asbury Park high
schools, she said.

Mr. and Mrs. Aker met many local residents of Belmar at Lynch’s on Fourth and Ocean avenues, which used to
be a hotel and bar in Belmar, while watching basketball.
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She became a member of the Jerry Lynch Social and Athletic Club, and became a member of the Belmar-Lake
Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade original committee.

Mrs. Aker will be marching in the parade with her husband, their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

JACKIE CAVANAGH

Upon moving to Belmar 57 years ago with her husband, Eugene, Mrs. Cavanagh became involved in several
organizations, one of which was the Jerry Lynch Social and Athletic Club, she said.

It was that club, the Jerry Lynch Social and Athletic Club, that began the Belmar-Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day
Parade 40 years ago.

“It was a job to get everyone enthusiastic about the parade, but with the help of the local bars, fire companies
and first aid squads, we were on the way,” she said.

Over the past 40 years the parade has grown in size, and is now a staple event in the area, attracting tens of
thousands of people.

“In general people did not think the parade would be successful and here, 40 years later, the parade is better
than any one of us imagined,” Mrs. Cavanagh said.

Mrs. Cavanagh currently resides in Citrus Hill but will be back in Belmar for the parade, where she will march
with her husband, children and grandchildren. Her children are Katherine Marr, Eugene Cavanagh Jr., Margaret
Needham, Eileen MacConchie, Patricia Blaney, Shannon Blackman and Chip Cavanagh, who is the parade’s
chairman.

THE PARADE

On Saturday, the grand marshal and deputy grand marshals will be installed into their positions during a 10 a.m.
Mass. at St. Rose Church, on Seventh Avenue.

Following the Mass, a luncheon will be held at Doolan’s Shore Club in Spring Lake Heights.

The day of the parade, this Sunday, March 3, the grand marshal and deputy grand marshal will be marching in
the parade, with the past grand marshals and deputy grand marshals marching behind them.

The parade will begin at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday along Main Street in Lake Como and Belmar.
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