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Borough looking into painting house
numbers on the curbs
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — House numbers could soon be painted on the curbs to provide continuity throughout the borough and
aid first responders and borough employees when they respond to calls.

Department of Public Works [DPW] director Mike Campbell said the idea came about because during and since
Hurricane Sandy, emergency responders were running into issues finding houses.

This issues, he said, came about because some houses are not marked, while others are marked in different
locations, which means they are not able to find a house as quickly as they can.

To enable first responders to respond quicker during emergency situations, Mr. Campbell suggested during the
workshop portion of last week’s council meeting that the borough paint the house numbers on top of the curbs.
The paint would be iridescent.

“I’m trying to get to you guys faster,” he said. “I want to make sure our emergency [responders] can get to you
guys first.”

While some might not like the look of it, Mr. Campbell said “I think the little bit of a
look would be well invested into safety if it saves a life or a house or anything else
like that.”

Councilman Jim Bean said it was a good idea and suggested that the number be
painted right before the driveway for homes who have one so that cars do not block
it.

Councilwoman Janis Keown-Blackburn asked whether some areas would be getting
new curbs.

Mr. Campbell said if there are some areas where the state of the curb prevents it from being painted, the DPW 
will fix what it can.

If the plan is approved, DPW employees will be able to paint the numbers.

The governing body will review the recommendation.
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