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Remediation process for bakery site to begin
soon
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A remediation process is expected to begin soon for the parking lot adjacent to Freedman’s Bakery
that will remove contaminated soil beneath the lot — a condition that must be met as part of the sale of the
property.

The announcement was made during the Jan. 28 council meeting.

For years, there has been an environmental concern beneath the north end of Pyanoe Plaza as two
underground storage tanks under Freedman’s Bakery leaked into the soil under the parking lot, said borough
administrator Colleen Connolly.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the tanks had oil in them.

“There’s a tremendous amount of contamination that needs to be remediated,” the mayor said, noting it
should have been done years ago.

As a condition of the sale for the Freedman’s Bakery property, the Freedmans have to
remediate this concern.

The Freedman’s Bakery site is being purchased and turned into a microbrewery by
Point-Pleasant based East Coast Beer Co.

According to Ms. Connolly, the remediation process, which has been approved by the
state Department of Environmental Protection, will require the removal of the
blacktop at the north end of the parking lot, the removal of the contaminated soil,
the replacement of lost soil with clean soil and the repaving of the lot.

The whole process, Ms. Connolly said, is expected to take about two and one-half months. The entire cost is to
be born by the Freedmans.

The closing of the property was expected to take place yesterday.
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