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Belmar Elementary certified as Energy Star
building
School receives score of 82; needed at least a 75 to be certified
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the school’s facility manager, Belmar Elementary School
[BES] was recently certified as an Energy Star building, becoming the oldest certified building in New Jersey.

Adam Nasr, facility manager, talked about the achievement during the Jan. 30 board of education meeting.

The school became certified in December 2013.

According to Mr. Nasr, about three to four years ago, BES started working on energy initiatives to save money
for the school district.

To do that, Mr. Nasr began looking at the school’s electricity and natural gas usage, he said.

When the initiative began in 2010, BES’s starting point out of a zero to 100 score was
a five, which Mr. Nasr said was “not good at all.”

After three years, that score has improved to an 82.

The school needed a 75 to qualify for Energy Star certification.

“The results were pretty surprising at the end,” Mr. Nasr said.

Due to various improvements, which include an energy audit, lighting, stage lighting
and water efficiency upgrades, Mr. Nasr said the school has been able to save

approximately $53,431 each year, which represents about 35 percent less than what the school was spending
three years ago.

“We saw some significant drops,” he said.

According to Mr. Nasr, BES is the “oldest Energy Star building to ever be certified in the state.”

The school was built in 1909.

In other meeting news, Superintendent David Hallman announced that Mr. Nasr would be leaving the school
district to take a job in the Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District.

“He’s done a great job here in Belmar. I’ve learned a lot from him,” Mr. Hallman said. “We’re going to miss
him.”

Mr. Nasr’s last day will be Friday.
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