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School sees improvements in performance
report
Superintendent Hallman talks about results at board meeting
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — According to the 2012-2013 School Performance Report, Belmar Elementary School [BES] has made
improvements all around, Superintendent David Hallman announced at the Jan. 30 board of education meeting.

The 2012-2013 NJ School Performance Report was recently released by the state Department of Education.

According to the performance report, BES’s academic achievement, college readiness and student growth all
improved from the 2011-2012 school year.

According to the reports, BES outperformed 49 percent of the schools with similar demographics for the
2012-2013 school year compared to 4o percent for the 2011-2012 school year for academic achievement. In
college and career readiness, BES outperformed 72 percent of schools with similar demographic characteristics
in the 2012-2013 school year compared to 17 percent in the previous school year.

As for student growth, BES outperformed 59 percent of schools with similar demographic characteristics in the
2012-2013 school year compared to 33 percent in the previous school year.

Mr. Hallman said the numbers for college and career readiness are “misleading,”
though.

According to Mr. Hallman, it is misleading because the college and career readiness is
based on how many students are taking Algebra I in eighth grade, with the state’s goal
to have 20 percent of those students taking the course.

However, the 2011-2012 report did not register that the school met that goal because
Belmar Elementary labeled Algebra I as “Eighth Grade Math” since the class
incorporated algebra as well as other math subjects needed to be prepared for the
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge [ASK].

The 2011-2012 report took into account the seventh- and eighth-grade students who took Algebra I.

“So really it was just moving up based on accurate data,” Mr. Hallman said.

The course has since been renamed Algebra I.

As for academic achievement, Mr. Hallman said the school is “right in the middle.”

“It’s a good step,” he said.

Mr. Hallman also noted that during the 2012-2013 school year, which was the year of Hurricane Sandy, chronic
absenteeism reduced to 8 percent. The previous year it was 9 percent.

The statewide target is 6 percent.

This reduction in chronic absenteeism is “directly proportionate to the work Ms. [Jennifer] Cozzarelli did,” Mr.
Hallman said.
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Ms. Cozzarelli is the school’s guidance counselor.

The work Ms. Cozzarelli did to decrease chronic absenteeism includes telling parents the importance of their
children attending school and providing incentives to students, which included having free time and sitting in
the guidance office during lunch with a guidance counselor, Mr. Hallman said.

The next board of education meeting is slated for Feb. 27 beginning at 7 p.m.
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