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Belmar approved for $4 million in cleanup
costs
Reflects 75 percent of the $5.4 million borough total
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] has approved about $4 million to reimburse
Belmar for costs associated with debris removal after Hurricane Sandy.

The $4 million is 75 percent of the total costs associated with debris removal after Hurricane Sandy, which
totaled $5.4 million.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the borough is “grateful” for the money received from FEMA.

The borough is “still hoping to get another 15 percent,” bringing the total FEMA reimbursement to 90 percent,
but the borough has “always budgeted for the worst case scenario which was only 75 percent,” he said.

“The fact we were able to get 75 percent is thanks in large part to the governor [Chris Christie] and the federal
delegation pushing for reimbursement on the federal level,” the mayor said.

Gov. Christie said “the removal of debris from our communities is one of the ways our
residents psychologically recover and return to a sense of normalcy in their everyday
lives after the storm.”

The governor thanked FEMA for supporting the state’s communities and
municipalities.

“Getting this work done and securing reimbursement for our local governments
continues to demonstrate steady progress for our residents as we continue the work
of rebuilding our state,” Gov. Christie said.

Belmar has not received the money, yet, but borough administrator Colleen Connolly said she “hopes to see it
very soon.”
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