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George Komitas named Belmar’s Citizen of
the Year
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty has made his decision:
This year’s Citizen of the Year is George Komitas.

“How did we not come up with George Komitas as the
person,” Mayor Doherty said when asked why Mr. Komitas was
chosen as this year’s Citizen of the Year.

The mayor said, “he epitomizes what public service means.”

“He does everything he can, almost in an obsessive capacity,
to make Belmar a better place,” the mayor said.

Mr. Komitas resides on Third Avenue with his wife, Lena, and
two children, Lambros, 12, and Athena, 8.

He has resided in Belmar since 1963.

Mr. Komitas has volunteered with the borough’s fire
department since 1975 and first aid squad since 2002.

He owned George’s Restaurant, formerly located at 1002 Main
St., for 20 years, from 1980-2000, when he decided he wanted
a career change. That location is now home to Tulapanos.

That same year, in 2000, Mr. Komitas began working in the
borough’s department of public works as a laborer.

“I look forward to punching in every day,” Mr. Komitas said,
noting he know it sounds “fake” but it is true because he loves
working for the town he lives in.

“I’m very proud to be an American and very proud to be a Belmar resident,” Mr.
Komitas said.

As for the title of Citizen of the Year, Mr. Komitas said “I’m very excited, very proud
and I’m more excited for my kids than myself.”

Mr. Komitas said Belmar is the town he’d like his children to grow up in, as they enjoy
the surf camp and sailing programs offered during the summer months and the Kurt
Pellegrino’s Mixed Marshal Arts Academy, where they take classes. Mr. Komitas also
said he appreciates his wife, who “puts up with me” when he gets calls at all times of

the day and night.

Mr. Komitas will be recognized as Citizen of the Year at the Mayor’s Ball on Saturday at The Breakers, in Spring
Lake.

Photos
1

Belmar resident George Komitas has been
named this year’s Citizen of the Year. He will be
recognized as such at the annual Mayor’s Ball
on Feb. 9. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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