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Council passes resolution in support of
reducing gun violence
Mayor Mike Ryan a member of Mayors Against Illegal Guns
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The council here unanimously approved a resolution at their meeting on Tuesday evening in
support of the Fix Gun Checks Act and other measures to reduce gun violence.

Late last year, Mayor Mike Ryan joined the group, Mayors Against Illegal Guns. He joined the organization soon
after the Newtown, Conn. shooting, where 20 children and six adults in an elementary school were killed by a
lone gunman.

The organization has been working on the Fix Gun Checks Act, which is what the council supported at Tuesday’s
meeting with a unanimous vote.

The act aims to help “close the gaps in the national gun background system that have enabled criminals and
other dangerous people … to easily obtain firearms,” according to the Mayors Against Illegal Guns website.

Over the past decade or so, many shootings have taken place throughout the United States, from the 1999
Columbine shooting in Colorado to the 2007 Virginia Tech shootings in Virginia to the 2012 shootings in Aurora,
Col., Oak Creek, Wis., and Newtown, Conn., and many more— many of which were listed in the borough’s
resolution.

To close the gaps in the national gun background system, the act would “require a
background check for every gun sale and ensure that all criminals and other
dangerous people who are prohibited from buying a gun are listed in the national
instant criminal background check system,” according to the borough’s resolution.

The resolution states, Lake Como, “echoing the call of gun violence survivors and
family members, calls on both President Obama and the U.S. Congress to put in place
concrete reforms to reduce gun violence nationwide and help prevent future mass
shootings.”

Mayor Ryan said it is important to have the act passed because it would “safeguard
our children. It would just help bring an end to the insanity out there.”

“It’s one murder after the other,” whether it is in a school, church, playground or mall, he said. “We really
need to think about how we treat guns in this country.”

The mayor said background checks must be given for all that purchase a gun, weapons intended for war should
not be allowed on the streets and the United States should limit the amount of bullets allowed in a clip.

At the same time, the mayor said, the country can still protect the rights of gun owners under the Second
Amendment and “move ahead with a common sense approach to dealing with illegal guns.”
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