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St. Rose student heads to regional spelling
bee
Wins grammar school’s bee with the word
‘substitute’
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Fifth-grader Mary Kate Cashman, 10, was named
this year’s spelling bee champion at St. Rose Grammar School,
advancing her to the regional spelling bee.

The winning word was “substitute.”

During the first week of January, St. Rose Grammar School
held its annual school spelling bee for fifth- through eighth-
graders.

This year five children participated in the bee, which is lower
than the normal 20 to 25, said Mary Burns, third-grade teacher
and spelling bee coordinator. Ms. Burns said students who want
to participate in the school bee each year get the chance to
do so, as there is no class bee held prior to the school one to
determine who is in the school bee.

Ms. Burns said there could have been a lower turnout because
the school’s holiday break was right before the school bee.

But those “students that came out for it, they really were
prepared and they enjoyed it,” she said.

Mary Kate, who won the school bee, said she participated in
the bee for fun and did not expect to win.

Now that she has, though, she said she is “excited to go [to
Monmouth University] and represent St. Rose.”

Mary Kate will advance to the regional spelling bee on March
11 at Monmouth University, in West Long Branch, with the
hopes of eventually advancing to the Scripps National Spelling

Bee in Washington, D.C.
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St. Rose Grammar School fifth-grader Mary Kate
Cashman, 10, recently won the school’s spelling
bee, sending her to the regional bee on March
11. Third-grade teacher Mary Burns coordinated
the annual spelling bee. Photo by ST. ROSE
GRAMMAR SCHOOL, STAR NEWS GROUP
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