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St. Patrick’s Day Parade celebrates its 40th
year
Will honor original committee, all grand
& deputy grand marshals
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade
that has become a family event for all over the past several
decades will be celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.

The grand parade that for many has become a staple event in
the area has grown over the years, from a small parade that
began in 1974.

In 1973, the year before the first St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
Jerry Lynch, formerly of Belmar and now of Wall, was sitting
around Steve Gepp’s Pub, once on Main Street in Belmar, with
friends. He was reading an article in the Newark Evening
News, which is no longer in existence, about the Jersey Shore
and how the area did not have much in the winter, Mr. Lynch
said.

“Having been active in the [St. Patrick’s Day] Parade up in
Newark, I said, ‘Why don’t we run a St. Patrick’s Day Parade,’
and everybody agreed with it,” Mr. Lynch said.

From there, the Jerry Lynch Social and Athletic Club was
formed for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The Jerry Lynch club
is still in existence, although it no longer deals with the
parade.

The next year, in 1974, the first St. Patrick’s Day Parade
marched down the streets of Belmar and South Belmar, now
Lake Como, for the first time, with several hundred people
watching.

Over the years, the parade grew, and in 1985 the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee was formed to deal with the

ever-growing event.

“Year by year the parade got bigger and the spectators got larger,” Mr. Lynch said.

And now, 40 years later, tens of thousands of people from all over the state and
eastern sea board line Main Street in Belmar and Lake Como to see the parade that
now is home to thousands of marchers, more than one dozen floats and pipe bands
and several high school bands.

This year’s parade is in honor of Jim Byrne and Mary Trackman, who were a grand
marshal and deputy grand marshal, respectively.
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Parade-goers celebrated the 2012 Grand
Marshall, John P. Carr, during last year’s
Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
This year’s parade will be held on Sunday,
March 3, with grand marshal Larry Walsh and
deputy grand marshals Jackie Cavanagh and
Nettie “Anne” Aker. Photo by FILE PHOTO, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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From now until the parade, the committee is hosting several fundraisers to help fund the event, which
chairman Chip Cavanagh said costs about $50,000.

The fundraisers are from 2 to 6 p.m. on Feb. 10 at Connolly Station, in Belmar; 2 to 6 p.m. on Feb. 17 at the
Boat House, in Belmar, and 2 to 6 p.m. on Feb. 24 at 507 Main, in Belmar. Tickets are $10 to each event
[including a buffet] and can be purchased at the door.

EVENING OF IRISH CULTURE

Two days prior to the parade, on March 1, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade committee is hosting the third annual
Evening of Irish Culture.

This year’s event will honor the original parade committee, as well as all the grand marshals and deputy grand
marshals over the past 40 years.

“This is going to be recognition of those who, 40 years ago, started what has become the largest St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in the state of New Jersey,” said Fran Griffin, who is in charge of the Evening of Irish Culture.

Each year, approximately 150 people attend the event, but Ms. Griffin is anticipating more this year since the
parade will be honoring 40 years worth of people.

When asked about the importance of celebrating Irish culture, Ms. Griffin said there are a large number of
Irish-Americans living in eastern Monmouth County.

There is a “small connection here for many families to the Irish culture,” she said. And “all cultures are
interested in keeping [their] heritage alive for future generations.”

Mr. Lynch said the parade is important because it keeps track of “who we are, where we came from.”

The evening will feature hors d’oeuvres, a four-course dinner and an open bar. Entertainment will be provided
by Thomas Wesley Stern. Tickets are $65 in advance only through Feb. 22 [there will be no sales at the door].

Tickets will be available via PayPal on the parade’s website, www.belmarparade.com, or for purchase by
sending a check payable to Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Parade Committee, P.O. Box 331, Belmar, 07719.

For more information, contact irishcultureevent@gmail.com, call 732-280-2648 or visit the parade’s website.

GRAND MARSHAL, DEPUTY GRAND MARSHALS

The day before the parade, on March 2, this year’s grand marshal, Larry Walsh, of Howell, and deputy grand
marshals, Jackie Cavanagh and Nettie “Anne” Aker, both of Belmar, will be installed at Mass at 10 a.m. at St.
Rose Church. Ms. Aker and Ms. Cavanagh were both on the original committee.

“It’s impossible to imagine that many years going by” since the first parade, Ms. Aker said.

As for the honor of being named a deputy grand marshal for the 40th annual parade, Ms. Aker said, “it’s an
honor. It’s a privilege.”

Ms. Cavanagh, formerly of Belmar and now of Hernando, Fla., said she thinks it is “very nice” to be this year’s
deputy grand marshal.

“People tend to forget people, and I’m glad they remembered,” she said.

Following the Mass, a luncheon will be held at Doolan’s Shore Club in Spring Lake Heights. Tickets for the
luncheon are $30 and are available at The Irish Centre, Third Avenue, Spring Lake, or by calling 732-449-6650.

THE PARADE
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This year’s parade will begin on March 3 with Mr. Lynch once again singing the Irish and American national
anthems. Then the parade will commence, with about 20 to 22 pipe bands, about seven high school bands, the
63rd Army Band, about 15 to 20 floats and around 6,500 marchers participating, Mr. Cavanagh said.

“To see [the parade] grow to this is kind of amazing,” he said. “It was just a small town parade and it’s grown
and evolved into this huge parade now.”

The 40th Annual Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade will kick off at 12:30 p.m.

This year, “I think there will be more people than ever because of the anniversary,” said Fran Lynch, Mr. Lynch’s
wife and an original committee member.
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