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WRAT radio tower testimony to continue at
next board meeting
Planning board meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 11
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Testimony is expected to continue for the WRAT radio tower application at the borough’s
planning board meeting next week.

Greater Media, the parent company to the WRAT, is the applicant seeking to keep the radio tower at its current
location on Main Street and increase the tower’s height.

This is the company’s alternative plan, but is the one it is moving forward with as its first option, relocating the
tower to Behrman Park with an increased height, is taking too long.

During the Jan. 14 planning board meeting, the board heard testimony from Milford Smith, Greater Media vice
president of engineering, and Stephen Atkins, site engineer for the project.

Mr. Smith provided testimony as to why the radio tower’s height needs to be higher and the benefits it will
provide to the company. The company is proposing a 533-foot tower at 1731 Main St., where it currently has an
approximately 300-foot tower.

The radio tower’s height needs to be higher in order to remain competitive with other
radio stations, Mr. Smith said.

“The charitable efforts which Great Media is heavily involved with and the continued
employment of our valued staff are based on Great Media remaining a competitive,
successful radio operator,” Mr. Smith said. “The new tower is crucial to that mission.”

These improvements also need to be made because WRAT “fulfills several critical
homeland security obligations.”

These obligations, he said, include the radio station being the primary emergency
alert system [EAS] for the North Coastal area of New Jersey, which is Monmouth and northern Ocean counties.
The purpose of the EAS, Mr. Smith explained, is to provide the national, state or local governments, as well as
the National Weather Service, the ability to relay information immediately to the public in times of emergency.

The radio station also serves as the primary broadcast outlet for disseminating information about the Oyster
Creek Nuclear Generating Station, located in Lacey Township, Mr. Smith said.

By creating a taller radio tower, the “reach and reliability” for disseminating these messages would improve,
Mr. Smith said.

These improvements would also help the environment and reduce energy consumption as it would
“significantly” reduce the “already extremely low levels” of radio frequency levels on the ground, he said.

Mr. Atkins then provided testimony about Greater Media’s plan to create the taller tower.

The new, 533-foot radio tower would be located to the south of the existing tower and to the west of the WRAT
building, he said. The new tower would be surrounded by a 6-foot-high chain-link fence and locked gate, he
said.
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If the application is approved, the existing tower would remain on site as the new one is built but will be taken
down once the new tower is complete, Mr. Atkins said.

The project would be completed in three phases, he said. The first phase is preparing the site for tower
construction and will last between 30 to 45 days, Mr. Atkins said.

The second phase would be broken down into two parts. The first part will be constructing the tower, while the
second part will be installing items, such as the electric and transmission components, and transferring all
facilities from the old tower to the new one, Mr. Atkins said. This phase would last about nine to 12 months, he
said.

The third and final phase would be dismantling the old tower and making final site improvements, which should
last about 30 days, Mr. Atkins said.

Improvements would also be made to the site, which include reconfiguring the parking lot, reducing the
number of spots from 22 to 15, creating a new trash enclosure and landscaping, Mr. Atkins said.

The total project is expected to last more than one year, with “intense” construction lasting between two to
three months, he said.

Robert Shea, Greater Media’s attorney, said the board will hear more detail about the radio tower, the
construction of it and the phasing of construction at the next meeting.

Testimony is expected to continue at the planning board’s Feb. 11 meeting in borough hall. The meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.
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