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Zoning change near beach unnecessary
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — In a last-minute decision, the planning board chose not to take action during the special planning
board and council meetings on Wednesday, Jan. 30 because it discovered it would no longer have to
recommend the beachfront commercial zones be amended to accommodate the possibility of longer seasonal
liquor licenses like the board originally thought.

A few weeks ago, in early January, Gov. Chris Christie, Mayor Matt Doherty and two local restaurant owners
discussed the possibility of allowing seasonal liquor license operators to open sooner than usual and the
possibility of converting seasonal liquor licenses to year round ones.

Currently, seasonal liquor license holders can sell liquor from May 1 through Nov. 14 or from Nov. 15 through
April 30.

If the governor did change the policy, seasonal liquor-license holders could start serving liquor on March 1, with
the same end date.

“The governor was very supportive of the idea,” Mayor Doherty said.

In anticipation of the potential policy changes, the borough decided it would hold a
special planning board and council meeting last Wednesday to amend the beachfront
commercial zones, since Ocean Avenue businesses that are not a permitted use
cannot expand their business, Mayor Doherty said. Extending liquor license use dates
would be considered an expansion of the businesses.

The borough thought La Dolce Vita and D’Jais Bar & Grill were not permitted uses on
the beachfront, which means the borough would have had to amend the zoning if
those businesses were to benefit from the policy changes if they happened, Mayor
Doherty said. The borough was looking to amend the zoning for La Dolce Vita since its
owner, Nick Fuccilli, was one of the business owners who made the request to Gov.

Christie, he said.

Soon before the meeting, the borough discovered La Dolce Vita would be able to benefit from the policy
change, if it happens, without amending the zoning.

This is because La Dolce Vita is a restaurant with a liquor license as opposed to a bar or tavern, which is what
the borough originally thought La Dolce Vita was. A restaurant with a liquor license is an establishment that
sells more food than alcohol.

And since a restaurant with a liquor license is a permitted use in the beachfront commercial zone, the borough
no longer has to amend the beachfront commercial zones.

If the liquor license extension does happen, Mayor Doherty said D’Jais Bar & Grill would have to go before the
zoning board to be able to start serving alcohol March 1, since it is considered a bar or tavern, which is not a
permitted use.

Sean Conner, deputy press secretary to the governor, said “the policy change is currently under consideration,
but no final decision has been made one way or another.”

Since no decision has been made, Mr. Conner said he is unsure via what means the policy change would happen.

As for the other request, converting seasonal liquor licenses to year round ones has to be done through
legislature. Assemblyman Sean Kean [R-30] said he is not aware of any proposals that have been introduced on
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the matter, although he has talked to several local business owners about converting seasonal liquor licenses to
year round ones.
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