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Policy addressing off-school behavior to be
rescinded
By Haley Behre

POINT PLEASANT — Superintendent Vincent Smith took time at Monday night’s board of education business
meeting to talk about a decision rendered by an appellate court that affects one Point Pleasant district policy
regarding monitoring students’ behavior off school grounds.

A few years ago, Ramapo Indian Hills Regional High School had implemented a policy that would temporarily
ban students from sports or extracurricular activities for drug or alcohol-related conduct both on and off school
grounds — a policy similar to the one in the Point Pleasant School District.

The petitioners contended that the policy violates provisions under the New Jersey and United States
Constitutions, as well as several New Jersey statutes and regulations.

The Commissioner of Education at the time ruled the policy was unlawful, violating provisions in the United
States Constitution and New Jersey statutes. The appellate court upheld the ruling, and the Supreme Court of
New Jersey decided it would not hear the case, letting the appellate court ruling stand.

As a result, Point Pleasant School District has decided it will rescind its Co-Curricular Activities policy.

According to the Co-Curricular Activities policy, “The clear expectation is that pupils
participating in extra-curricular activities are a representative of the Point Pleasant
School District and are role models to others at all times, whether on or off campus,”
and as a result are “subject to the policy at all times during the school year, whether
on or off campus.”

The policy continues, “The purpose of this policy is to send a powerful message that
the use of illegal substances of criminal behavior is not tolerated at any level.”

Those who violated the Co-Curricular Activities policy were subject to community
service, counseling, suspension from extra-curricular activities and exclusion from

school-related activities, such as prom, graduation and banquets, depending on the level of violation.

“At this point in time ... the policy in place is really, we believe, null and void,” Mr. Smith said. “But we still
don’t give up the fact that extracurricular is a privilege. It’s not a right of students.”

While the district cannot penalize students for what happens off school grounds, unless it affects the safety,
well being and security of students or school, that does not mean students cannot be held accountable for their
actions.

The Point Pleasant School District does not do random drug testing, but student athletes are subject to such
testing as they are required to sign a state contract in order to be eligible to participate in sports, said David
Kirk, athletic director. The random drug testing would take place in a championship game situation.

Student athletes who are in season and use drugs or alcohol, and a coach finds out, can have consequences and
an intervention can be put in place so he or she does not “fall into that same scenario,” but that is up to the
coaches discretion, Mr. Kirk said.

“We look at our athletic program as an extension of the classroom, and we want to make sure if we have a
situation that we tie the appropriate consequence and intervention to help that student athlete,” Mr. Kirk said.
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All students are also subject to the Pupil Disciple/Code of Conduct regulation.

The board of education is expected to vote on rescinding the policy at its next meeting, on Feb. 19 at the
Ocean Road Elementary School.

In other meeting news, the board unanimously passed a resolution approving a revised proposal for $11,800
from Spiezle Architectural Group, in Trenton, for vestibule renovations to all schools in the district.

By reconfiguring the schools’ entranceways, the district will create a vestibule, limiting the number of people
who have access to the schools, Mr. Smith said.

Steve Corso, school business administrator, said “we’re not looking at blowing up the entrances.”

“The goal is to get the people as they come into the building to be directed into the office,” he said, noting
this measure will “slow” people down from getting into the school.

Parents coming to drop off their child’s lunch or book do not really need to get into the school, Mr. Smith said,
but those parents who do need to get into the school will be able to do so.

“Lets face it, the less amount of people in the school the better,” Mr. Smith said.
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