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Smiles by the Sea to provide free dental care
on April 4
As part of Dentistry from the Heart, a nationwide event
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Smiles by the Sea will, once again, open its doors and provide free dental care to those in need as
part of an annual nationwide event.

Dentistry from the Heart [DFTH] is a nonprofit whose mission is to provide free dental care to those in need.
Each year, individual dentists and practices across the country donate their time and resources to host a DFTH
event — and for the fifth year Smiles by the Sea will be one of those dentists.

Dr. Hanapole, Dr. Thomas Sniscak and their team of about seven other local dentists, and dozens of volunteers,
will provide fillings, extractions and hygiene appointments to those in need. This year they are hoping to be
able to help about 100 patients.

In December 2013, Dr. Hanapole sold the practice to Dr. Sniscak, which is now called Smiles by the Sea.

Since participating in DFTH five years ago, the office has seen about 460 patients and given out about $165,000
worth of free dentistry work to the community, said Beverly Hanapole, general manager for the dentist office.

“There are people who walk around in pain because they don’t have the money to
walk into a dentist office,” so it is nice to be able to help them, she said.

“You watch their face change from the moment they walk in to the moment they walk
out when” they are no longer in pain, Ms. Hanapole said. “I can’t tell you how
gratifying it is.”

About 60 volunteers, including several dentists, help throughout the day, she said.

“We’re just looking forward to another successful day,” Ms. Hanapole said.

The event will take place on Friday, April 4 at Smiles by the Sea, located at 611 Main St. in Belmar.

Starting at 8 a.m., Dr. Hanapole and his volunteers will treat as many patients [approximately 100] as they can
by 6 p.m.

Patients will be seen on a first come, first served basis, no appointments are made ahead of time.

Those interested can also call Beverly Hanapole at the office, 732-681-2225, for more information.
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