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‘Got Bacon’ bake sale raises $312 for
eighth-graders
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The “Got Bacon” bake sale held recently was able to raise over $300 for the Belmar Elementary
School eighth-grade class trip and dinner dance.

Throughout the year, eighth-grade parents volunteer to hold fundraising events for their children and their
peers— with the “Got Bacon” bake sale the most recent.

It was “something different,” said Rusty Caldwell, who was in charge of the bacon bake sale.

Mr. Caldwell’s daughter, Mary, 14, is an eighth-grader in the school.

The idea for the bacon bake sale came about because Mary is known for bringing in bacon goods for her
classmate, Mr. Caldwell said, so they thought why not turn it into a fundraiser for the eighth grade.

“From there it just snowballed,” Mr. Caldwell said, as they had looked up what food
could have bacon in it.

According to Mr. Caldwell, bacon is one of the “hot items” now.

The bake sale included items such as bacon brownies, bacon popcorn and candied
bacon.

In total, Mr. Caldwell said the bake sale was able to raise $312 for the eighth grade.

Including that $312, about $2,700 of nearly $5,000 goal has been raised, which will
help fund, in part, the dance and trip, said Kim Caldwell, a parent volunteer in charge of fundraising efforts.
The remaining portion of the funds for the trip and dance will be financed by the school’s board of education.

Ms. Caldwell is Mary’s mother.

According to Ms. Caldwell, the eighth grade will be going on two trips: one to New York City to see “Cinderella”
and the other to iPlay America in Freehold.

Both trips will be taken toward the end of the school year.

The dance will be held on the last day of school, which is on June 19 this year.

The next fundraiser for the eighth grade, a student-faculty basketball game, takes place tonight, March 13,
from 6:30-8 p.m.
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