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Pavilion construction will not interrupt
beach patrons’ visits
Construction expected to begin before summer, continue into the season
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The expected pavilion construction on the beachfront will not impact beachgoers’ visit to Belmar
this upcoming summer, says borough administrator Colleen Connolly.  

Soon after Hurricane Sandy, the four pavilions that stood at the beachfront were demolished due to the
damage they sustained from the storm.

Since then, the borough has been working on plans to rebuild two of the four pavilions — the Fifth and 10th
Avenue pavilions.

The Fifth Avenue Pavilion, also known as Taylor Pavilion, was originally slated to be two stories tall. However,
after public outcry, the plans were modified so that Taylor Pavilion will only be a single story.

The 10th Avenue Pavilion will be home to one concession stand and public services — police, first aid and
lifeguards — and will be rebuilt on the same footprint as what previously existed. It will also have a
second-story observation deck that will be utilized for public services.

Bids for the revised project were open in early February, with Epic Management, of
Piscataway, coming in as the lowest bidder at $4.9 million.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, the resolution awarding the
contract is expected to be on the agenda in April, and construction is expected to
begin prior to summer.

The foundation work, which is the first part of the construction, is expected to be
“largely completed” before the summer begins, she said.

Though the construction will continue in the summer season — the busiest time of
year for Belmar — Ms. Connolly said the expected closure of a portion of the boardwalk and parking from “time
to time” will not impact one’s visit to the beach.

The area of Fifth and 10th avenues along the beachfront “certainly is a construction area,” but it will be close
to the boardwalk, and will not have a “huge impact on the amount of beach accessible to beachgoers,” she
said.

Construction of the pavilions is expected to begin sometime in April or May.
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