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Students dress up, read books to celebrate
Read Across America
Lake Como, Belmar public figures read to
classes
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School [BES] celebrated Read
Across America Day with a week’s worth of activities honoring
Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

Read Across America is a year-round program, which focuses
on motivating children to read through events, partnerships
and reading resources. The program is in its 16th year, and
includes the national day of reading.

To celebrate Read Across America day, which was on March 2,
and honor Theodor Seuss Geisel, also known as Dr. Seuss,
whose birthday is on March 2, the students and faculty did
various activities based on his books, such as dressing up in
clothes that represented various books by Dr. Seuss and a “One
Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish” estimation station, where
students had to guess the number of Swedish fish in a fish
bowl.

Each day the students read the book that accompanied the
clothes they were dressing in. For example, Monday the
students and faculty wore green for “Green Eggs and Ham.”

The winners of the estimation station were fourth-grader
Matthew Coughlan and seventh-grader Madison Pringle.

They were rewarded with a Dr. Seuss bag, a copy of the "One Fish Two Fish Red Fish
Blue Fish" book, a DVD and a package of Swedish fish to enjoy, according to Danielle
DeCarolis, BES school library media specialist who was in charge of the week.

The week culminated with Belmar and Lake Como public figures coming to the school
to read a Dr. Seuss book to a kindergarten through fourth grade class.

These public figures included Lake Como Council President Brian Wilton, Lake Como
Police Chief Fred Hope, Belmar Woman’s Club member Christine Read and Belmar 
Mayor Matt Doherty.

“[Dr. Seuss] was one of the first children’s authors that wrote books specifically helping children how to read”
in a “fun” and “creative” way, Ms. DeCarolis said.

Overall, Read Across America is “just a fun week to let the kids learn about Dr.. Seuss and the importance of
reading through different activities,” she said.
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Belmar Elementary School students and faculty,
including third-grader Christopher Clara [from
left], third-grader Julia Nicolay, pre-k teacher
Judy Casale, media specialist Danielle DeCarolis
and third-grader Kayla Kirk, celebrated Read
Across America Day by participating in activities
during the week of March 3-7 that honored Dr.
Seuss. Photo courtesy JOCELYN GRANEY
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