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Rhode Island Point infrastructure project
about half way complete
Project expected to be completed in early to mid April
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Despite the rough winter, the borough’s water improvement project around Rhode Island Point is
moving swiftly and is expected to be completed in about one month.

For quite some time, residents in certain areas of town have been experiencing ongoing water issues. These
areas of town include the Rhode Island Point section, which is the southwestern section of town near Maclearie
Park, and the opposite end of town in the Surf Avenue area.

Realizing the water issue, in part, stemmed from aging infrastructure, the borough devised a plan to improve
its infrastructure in certain parts of town.

That plan, which includes cleaning and lining the infrastructure in areas affected by the water issues, is to be
funded with a $5 million bond the governing body approved in 2013.

Metra Industries, of Little Falls, was awarded two contracts for the water improvement work that total $2.6
million.

For about two months, Metra Industries has been working on Rhode Island Point,
completing about 50 percent of the work thus far, said Colleen Connolly, borough
administrator.

The company will be doing Briarwood Road and L Street this week, she said.

While the pipes are being cleaned and lined with cement, external pipes are run down
both sides of the street and each house is hooked with a hose to feed water into the
homes.

The bypass that will provide this service has been mapped out for the whole area,
Ms. Connolly said, which will allow things to move quickly.

“It’s been a rough winter for everybody,” but especially for those living on Rhode Island Point.

For those streets that have already had their pipes cleaned and lined, residents have been seeing a difference
in water quality, Ms. Connolly said.

“It’s like night and day,” she said.

Some residents where the work has been completed may see some occasional discoloration in the water, Ms.
Connolly said, but once the work is all completed and clean water is circulating throughout the system,
“people will really see the difference.”

The project is expected to be completed in early to mid April, she said.

The south end of town, near Surf Avenue, is also scheduled to have its pipes cleaned and lined.

The project is expected to begin in the next week, with a completion date in early May, Ms. Connolly said.
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In conjunction with this project, the water mains in the south end of town and on Seventh Avenue that are 4
inches in diameter or smaller will be replaced with 8 inch pipes.

A contract was awarded for about $1.1 million to MSP Construction Corp., in Newark, to replace the water
mains.

This project is expected to commence in about 10 days and be completed in early May, Ms. Connolly said.
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