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Ground breaking for pump station slated for
early- to mid-April
A $2.9 million loan from the state will pay for the project
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The borough’s pump station project is on track to break ground in April, according to South
Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] executive director Mike Ruppel.  

For quite some time, SMRSA has been working on a project to relocate the borough’s pump station from the
corner of Parkway and North Boulevard to 1800 Parkway because it sat too close to Lake Como, which has a
habit of overflowing during inclement weather.

When Hurricane Sandy hit in late 2012, the pump station, which sat on the banks of Lake Como, was rendered
inoperable due to flooding.

Since then, the borough has been operating on a bypass system, which is located at 1800 Parkway, and has been
moving forward with its longterm plan of relocating the pump station.

Late in 2013, SMRSA awarded a contract to Quad Construction Co., of Lumberton, for $2.2 million to do the
pump station project.

With the contract awarded, SMRSA is currently working on purchasing equipment and
submitting shop drawings, Mr. Ruppel said, which is happening on schedule.

Once that is done, SMRSA anticipates to break ground in early to mid April, he said.

THE PUMP STATION

The pump station will be designed to look like a single-family home, located at 1800
Parkway.

SMRSA has designed the first floor of the building to sit several feet above the base
flood elevation, at 14 feet, with the critical equipment, such as its electronic components and generator,
sitting at 16.5 feet.

The front door of the building, which will not be the main access point for employees, will face 18th Avenue
and will have two lights.

Instead, employees will primarily be entering through the rear entrance, which will have a ramp, making it
easier to transport equipment to and from the site. The rear entrance is on the opposite side of the building
from the front entrance.

A chimney, which will direct the air and noise from the building out through the top, will be located on the
west side of the pump station, near Parkway. Two lights will be situated on the chimney, and flood lights will be
installed on the building’s driveway side.

The 14-foot-wide driveway will be located on Parkway.

There will be four windows on the front side of the building, three of which will be real windows and one which
will not be a real window, but will resemble one. The grated window will be a dry well with exhaust louvers.
The rear of the building will have a similar concept, with one real window and one that will resemble a
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window. The grated window will be a generator intake louver.

A louver is a slanted framed opening that admits air. It will be opened up when SMRSA employees are in the
building or when the generator is running.

One, 4-foot chain link fence will border the northeast portion of the lot to deter pedestrian foot traffic from
cutting across the lot to the neighboring establishment, which is PK Shamrock’s Pub.

There will also be a 6-foot chain link fence that will be placed from the northeast corner of the building and
will extend to the outskirts of the lot, then south and across the rear of the property and then heading north,
ending at the southwest corner of the building.

The dry and wet wells will be located underground to the east of the front entrance and will enclose the
pumping equipment. A wet well collects sewage, while a dry well sucks sewage out of the wet well into the
force main, which transports the sewage to the treatment plant. Manhole covers will be located above the wet
and dry well, and will allow employees to access them when needed.

To landscape the area, ivory silk lilac trees, mountbatten junipers, compact inkberry hollies and endless
summer hydrangeas will be located around the property.

FUNDING

The $2.2 million contract will be paid for by a $2.9 million Statewide Assistance Infrastructure Loan [SAIL]
provided by the state Environmental Infrastructure Trust [NJEIT] in partnership with the state Department of
Environmental Protection.

The SAIL provides operators of water treatment and wastewater infrastructure with low-interest, short-term
bridge loans in anticipation of federal disaster aid, allowing work on these critical projects to move forward.

The $2.9 million loan is part of a $8.4 million loan SMRSA applied for with the NJEIT to fund the Lake Como
project as well as others, said Ryan R. Krause, SMRSA engineer.

A $2 million grant FEMA recently awarded SMRSA will be used to help pay off the SAIL, he said. The project has
an estimated completion date of December 2014, Mr. Krause said.
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