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Lake Como discusses potential switch in
town’s water company
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Lake Como representatives met with representatives from the Southeast Monmouth Municipal
Utilities Authority [SMMUA] and Wall Township on Monday to discuss the possibility of the town switching water
companies.

For quite some time, certain areas of town have been experiencing discolored water. Several attempts,
including flushing hydrants, have been made to remedy the issue to no avail.

In an effort to remedy the ongoing situation, the borough has devised a three-part plan, all of which it is
hoping to accomplish. The plan includes looping the dead ends in the water system, cleaning and lining the
water mains and switching water companies.

The borough awarded a contract to Cardinal Contracting Company, in Southampton, to loop the dead end water
mains in town, which will allow water to flow continuously throughout the system.

The contract is for $165,200, and includes looping the dead ends from Ripley Lane to Briarwood Terrace, Ripley
Lane to Pine Terrace and Woolley Lane to 17th Avenue, as well as installing three hydrants.

This is being done in accordance with a recommendation the borough engineer and
state Department of Environmental Protection made to the municipality.

The connection for Woolley Lane to 17th Avenue and that for Ripley Lane to Pine
Terrace have been pulled from the project until the necessary easements are
acquired.

The borough has an existing easement for Ripley Lane to Briarwood Terrace.

The borough is currently working with Julia Williams, who owns the property where
the easement needs to go on 17th Avenue, to acquire the easement, according to

Louise Meksoh, borough administrator.

As for the extension of an easement for Ripley Lane to Pine Terrace, the borough is proceeding with plans to
set up the connection. The connection for looping the system will be made once the necessary extension for
the easement is acquired.

Looping the system should begin soon.

Another component of the borough’s plan to remediate the water issue is cleaning and lining the system.

According to Councilman Kevin Higgins, the borough plans to move forward with cleaning and lining the system,
which is estimated to cost about $900,000.

The councilman is liaison to the water and sewer committee.

A timeline of when this will be done is expected to be “hashed out” this week, he said.

As for switching water companies, borough representatives met with representatives from Wall Township and
SMMUA to discuss the possibility of switching from NJ American Water Company to SMMUA.
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NJ American Water Company currently supplies water for the town year round.

Lake Como’s contract with NJ American Water ends in July 2015, Councilman Higgins said.

According to the councilman, the meeting with SMMUA and Wall was “positive.”

During the meeting, they discussed the availability of water pressure coming from Wall Township, as well as
pipe compatability and amount of water needed per day since, if switching water companies came to fruition,
Lake Como would receive SMMUA water by-way of Wall’s water system, he said.

If it were to come to fruition, the town will have to dig under the railroad tracks to make a connection to Wall 
Township’s system, Councilman Higgins said.

The towns and SMMUA are moving toward making Lake Como a member of the utilities authority, he said.

If there is a “snag” between now and July where Lake Como cannot join SMMUA then the town will remain with
NJ American Water Company, the councilman said.

The town has until July to decide if they are switching water companies because it needs to give NJ American
Water Company a one-year notice it is leaving the company, the councilman said.

Peter Eschbach, NJ American Water Company director of communications, said it is Lake Como’s perogative to
switch water companies if they wish to do so when the contract is up, but said doing so would mean spending a
lot of money to set up an interconnect with another system.

“We are confident the situation there is not our water, that it’s a pipe issue,” Mr. Eschbach said. He said should
the borough make the change and it does not find relief then it would have “spent a lot of money for no
change.”

In June 2012, NJ American Water Company changed the chemical it uses to treat its water from chlorine to
chloramine, which was approved by the Department of Environmental Protection [DEP].

Lake Como representatives have said that the chemical could have had an impact on its water system.

© 2014 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Lake Como discusses potential switch in town’s water company”

Star News Group (03.13.14): Lake Como discusses potential sw... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/03.13.14/lake_como_di...

2 of 2 3/21/14 10:50 AM


