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Resident recognized for academic
achievement
One of 831 Educational Opportunity Fund scholars recognized
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Last week, the Christie Administration recognized high-achieving, economically disadvantaged
students throughout New Jersey — one of which was from Lake Como — during an awards ceremony.

Michelle Horton, 23, is one of 831 Educational Opportunity Fund [EOF] scholars who were honored at the
ceremony on March 8 for their academic achievements. The EOF program “provides financial assistance and
support services [e.g. counseling, tutoring, developmental course work] to students from educationally and
economically disadvantaged backgrounds who attend institutions of higher education in the State of New
Jersey,” according to the New Jersey Higher Education website, www.nj.gov/highereducation
/EOF/EOF_Eligibility.htm.

“The EOF scholars are living proof that all students can achieve, given support and opportunity,” said Secretary
of Higher Education Rochelle Hendricks, whose office administers the EOF program.

Growing up, Ms. Horton said the “constant job change” for her father, Paul, caused her family to move around
a lot, which made it hard for Ms. Horton to “stick to the curriculum.”

“It was a struggle for me,” Ms. Horton said.

In summer 2004, the Hortons moved to Manasquan, and a year later they moved to
Lake Como.

Ms. Horton attended Manasquan High School all four years, graduating in 2008.

In high school, Ms. Horton said she “knew what my potential was but I couldn’t give
that potential fully, and now I give my potential 100 times.”

She said she was unable to give her full potential in high school because she “didn’t
want to do good or make myself known,” which hindered her performance in school.

Throughout Ms. Horton’s education, she said she has relied on herself to get to the “next level.” She noted that
her parents were supportive, but they trusted Ms. Horton to make her own decisions and “it’s worked.”

Ms. Horton came into her own when she entered college at Brookdale Community College, Lincroft, in 2009, as
she realized she did not have to care what others think about what she is doing, she said. She took off one year
between high school and college.

“Now I just focus on myself,” Ms. Horton said.

“Now I’m putting my all in it and I can see my true potential, and that’s great,” she said.

Ms. Horton attends Brookdale Community College, where she is getting her associates degree in criminal
justice, and works full time at Sun Suite Tanning in Belmar.

“I know everyone doesn’t have hope, but there is hope and if I can let people know there is hope it can change
people,” she said about one reason she wants to enter the criminal justice field.
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While Ms. Horton does not know exactly what she wants to do with her degree, she said she is thinking about
becoming a probation officer so she can help people and “motivate somebody.”

Ms. Horton is scheduled to complete her criminal justice associates degree in the fall. She then plans to attend
Jersey City University in the spring of 2014.
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