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Belmar students write letters of
encouragement to high schoolers
To show support for those who participated in Squan-a-thon
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary students wrote letters of encouragement to Manasquan High School students who
participated in Squan-a-thon about two weeks ago.

Squan-a-thon is a 12-hour dance marathon at the high school that raises money to help local families who have
children with cancer. This year’s event raised $63,520, and took place at the high school on March 1.

Paul Battaglia, a teacher at Manasquan High School and co-coordinator of the dance marathon, said he
contacted the elementary schools in the sending district about writing letters, which was going to be a surprise
to the students participating. Manasquan and Belmar Elementary schools wrote letters.

“We wanted them to be able to get a little pick-me-up in the middle of the night” to let the students know
that other people are thinking about them, Mr. Battaglia said.

Prior to the dance marathon Belmar Elementary School fourth- to eighth-graders wrote a personalized letter to
each of the high-schoolers who participated.

“It was a great learning experience for our students about partnership,” said Lisa
Hannah, assistant principal and director of curriculum at Belmar Elementary.

She also said in the process the students were able to learn more about the charity
and its cause, and “hopefully will be inspired to participate in Squan-a-thon when
they move into the high school.”

The high-schoolers received the letters during the dance.

Manasquan High School freshman Liz Homer, 15, said the letters were “really sweet
and a really good encouragement.”

“It’s nice to know that others were thinking about us when we were trying to do better things for other
people,” she said.

Liz is currently writing letters back to the two students who wrote to her.

Below are two of the letters written by Belmar Elementary School students, verbatim:

Dear Kerry,

My name is Ryley and I am a 5th grader at Belmar Elementary School. I think it is a great idea you are doing
Squan-a-thon. It is a great way to raise money and have fun. You must enjoy dancing if you do this. Who is the
money going to this year? It’s amazing how you and your friends raise so much money to help a family or
families. Have fun! Enjoy all the fun and games! Have fun and keep going! Keep dancing!

Your friend,

Ryley
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P.S. Hope you have fun. Dance on!

P.P.S. Write back please.

Dear Julia,

First let me just tell you how awesome you are being for such an important cause. I know this sounds a little
sappy but I really do look up to you and am now even more inspired to help people. I don’t really know what
advice I should give you. All I can say is to just keep on reminding yourself who you are doing this for: the kids
that are less fortunate than us. Good Luck!

I Love You!

Your sister,

Lara
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