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Hundreds to take the plunge for good cause
this weekend
Elks’ Miracle Plunge to raise funds for three organizations
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Each year, many volunteers plunge into the cold Atlantic Ocean for a good cause, and this year will
be no different.

The New Jersey Elks’ 6th Annual Miracle Plunge Freezin’ for a Reason, which is traditionally held in Belmar, will
be held in Asbury Park since Belmar was hit hard by Hurricane Sandy.

“What better time to bring the people out on the beach,” said Bryon Masterson, co-chairman of the Elks’
Miracle Plunge.

The event will raise money for three organizations: the Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside, New
Jersey Elks Camp Moore and Cooley’s Anemia Foundation, based in New York, N.Y.

“Each individually all mean something special,” Mr. Masterson said about the three organizations the plunge
raises funds for.

The Children’s Specialized Hospital provides treatment and care for infants, children
and young adults. The New Jersey Elks Camp Moore is a camp for children with special
needs. The Cooley’s Anemia Foundation is dedicated to educating and helping those
living with thalassemia, which is a group of blood disorders.

Last year, the plunge raised about $145,000 with around 200 participants, Mr.
Masterson said. The money was split between the three organizations.

This year, Mr. Masterson said he hopes to get 300 people and raise close to $200,000.

Barbara McCredie, of Manasquan, said she has participated in the past three plunges,
and will be doing it again this year. Ms. McCredie is the exalted ruler-elect of the Manasquan Elks and the Elks’
Miracle Plunge committee secretary.

The plunge has become a “passion of mine,” as she has seen what the Elks Camp Moore does for children with
special needs, she said.

“I am very, very passionate about it,” Ms. McCredie said about the plunge.

Peggy Berry, a resident of Belmar and a member of Howell Elks, said her family has participated in the plunge
since its inception.

She does not participate because she likes to “jump in the ocean in 30 degree weather,” but because “we’re
raising money for the kids no matter how you look at it,” Mrs. Berry said.

“I hope people come and support us and continue to support the kids and the special needs,” she said.

This year’s plunge will take place at the Asbury Park Convention Center.

Check-in for the annual event starts at 10 a.m. and the plunge is scheduled to begin at 12 p.m.
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To sign up for the Miracle Plunge, visit www.miracleplunge2013.kintera.org or call 732-684-8048.
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