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About 1,000 patrons wine, dine in local
restaurants
Restaurant Tour hosted by tourism
commission, restaurant association
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Around 1,000 people flocked to Belmar this past
Sunday to wine and dine during the borough’s 5th Annual
Restaurant Tour.

“The idea behind the event is to bring people into Belmar on a
day they normally wouldn’t be here,” said Mary Brabazon, the
borough’s tourism administrator.

The event is hosted by the borough’s tourism commission in
partnership with the Belmar Restaurant Association.

Vincent Petruzziello, owner of Mr. Shrimp Seafood Restaurant
on Route 71, said the Restaurant Tour is “an unbelievable way
to showcase what you can do to a mass audience in a short
period of time.”

Mr. Petruzziello said he is glad to be a part of the Restaurant
Tour since it is “one of the best, well-run and top-quality
events that Belmar puts on.”

And while Mr. Petruzziello feels this year’s turnout was not as
good as last year’s, he still feels it
was an “impressive” turnout given “everything going on in this area.”

Mark Farrell, owner of Connolly’s Station on Main Street, said the Restaurant Tour is
“fantastic.”

“I think it was an A-plus,” he said.

He said the event brings in people who have not been to Connolly’s Station before,
and the restaurant even booked a private party from the event.

As for the turnout, Mr. Farrell said it was “right up there with previous years.”

Omar Basatemur, owner of Kaya’s Kitchen on Main Street, said he feels the turnout was “about the same” as
last year’s tour.

Mr. Basatemur said he likes the Restaurant Tour because it gives Kaya’s Kitchen exposure to people who might
not know about the restaurant, which serves organic, vegetarian cuisine.

When asked how, if at all, Hurricane Sandy affected the event, Mr. Basatemur said, “if anything it might have
done positive for it” as he believes people are eager to support Shore businesses.
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Asbury Park and Jackson residents were happy
to be enjoying, once again, a taste of Belmar
during the restaurant tour this past Sunday. This
group of friends has participated in the
restaurant tour for the past four years. Photo
by RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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