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Doherty travels to D.C., testifies before
Senate subcommittee
Offers suggestions on how to allocate additional federal resources
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Mayor Matt Doherty traveled to Washington, D.C. last week to testify at the Senate Banking
Committee Hearing on Superstorm Sandy Recovery Coordination.

The hearing was held on March 12.

The mayor spoke at the Senate Banking Subcommittee on Housing, Transportation and Community Development
hearing “Superstorm Sandy Recovery: Ensuring Strong Coordination among Federal, State and Local
Stakeholders.” He was invited by Sen. Robert Menendez [D-NJ], who chairs the subcommittee.

Mayor Doherty was on a panel with Kevin Walsh, associate director of Fair Share Housing Center and Dr. Janice
Fine, associate professor of Labor Studies and Employment Relations at Rutgers University. Their testimony
followed a panel with Shaun Donovan, secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

“It was an opportunity for me to explain what’s going on in Belmar and the rest of the Jersey Shore at a Senate
hearing,” Mayor Doherty said, noting he was able to speak with Mr. Donovan and his staff members privately, as
well.

During his testimony, Mayor Doherty not only took time to reflect on the town’s
experience post-Sandy and working with both the state and federal government, but
also offered suggestions on how additional federal resources could be allocated for
the maximum benefit to communities still recovering from the storm.

These recommendations included allowing communities to begin projects they need
to recover while they wait for federal funding, reimbursing those municipalities later;
relaxing rules that make it difficult for families that worked on their homes right
away to receive funding; compelling the National Flood Insurance Program to settle
with clients through arbitration and increasing the appropriation for housing and
infrastructure for Sandy impacted communities.

“We found through this process that businesses seem to recover rather quickly, far more quickly than
residential properties,” Mayor Doherty testified.

As a way to mark the 500th day since Hurricane Sandy hit the Shore, Mayor Doherty also highlighted two Belmar
residents, Frank Murphy and Krista Sperber, as two examples of residents still displaced from their homes as a
result of convoluted application processes and insurance procedures.

“We are finding that residents affected by Sandy are the ones having the most difficult time with recovery,”
Mayor Doherty testified.

The mayor said in Belmar there are 90 families that have applied for the Reconstruction, Rehabilitation,

Star News Group (03.20.14): Doherty travels to D.C., testifies b... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/03.20.14/doherty_trav_...

1 of 2 3/21/14 10:46 AM



Elevation and Mitigation [RREM] grant, but only one in five were approved and funded.

The RREM grant is aimed at helping affected homeowners repair, elevate or rebuild their residences.

The mayor said he feels his testimony will make a difference.

“In one case we believe it already has,” Mayor Doherty said, although he would not disclose specifics.

“They seemed very open to changes we suggested based on our experience over the past 500 days,” he said.
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