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Truck hits utility pole, causes power outage
Power restored at 6 p.m. on Monday evening
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Hundreds of residents were left without power Monday afternoon after a truck hit a utility pole.

Johnny D. Rivera, 28, of Fairview, was driving a box truck northbound on Highway 35 and was coming around a
bend when he drove onto the curb, hitting a utility pole and snapping it in half, according to police.

The utility pole, located near Oakwood Road, was hit around noon on March 17.

Soon after the pole was hit, wires started a fire in the tree tops, which shorted the power lines and caused a
power outage in certain areas of town, according to Sgt. Sean Pringle.

The areas without power included the area near where the incident happened and most of Main Street from
10th Avenue north, according to Belmar Police Capt. Andrew Huisman.

Those without power included borough hall, the police department, department of
public works and St. Rose high school and grammar school, Capt. Huisman said.

St. Rose grammar school and high school did not close.

Belmar Elementary School did not lose power.

As a result of the incident, Highway 35 was closed in both directions. It was reopened
around 7:15 p.m. that night, Sgt. Pringle said.

Jersey Central Power and Light New Jersey area manager John Anderson said on
Monday afternoon that 772 customers were without power as a result of the accident.

Power was restored to all customers at 6 p.m., he said.

According to Sgt. Pringle, the driver was charged with careless driving.

© 2014 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Truck hits utility pole, causes power outage”

Star News Group (03.20.14): Truck hits utility pole, causes pow... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/03.20.14/truck_hits_u_0...

1 of 1 3/21/14 10:45 AM


