
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Lake Como

Ryan will not seek re-election
Mayor to step down, endorses Wilton for
seat. Tzibrouk also throws hat in ring.
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The June Democratic mayoral primary election
will be contested, as at least two Democrats will be seeking
the backing of their party as they seek the seat of the retiring
Mayor Mike Ryan.

Mayor Ryan, who is currently serving his second term, has
chosen not to seek re-election, leaving the seat vacant at the
end of the year.

The mayor, a Democrat, was expected to make the
announcement last night at Bar Anticipation, in Lake Como,
during a press conference.

With the seat open, Council President Brian Wilton and
Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk are both seeking to become
the next mayor in town. They are both Democrats.

Mayor Ryan has served on the dais in Lake Como since 1993,
both as a council member and mayor.
The mayor’s second term as mayor is up on Dec 31 of this year.

Mayor Ryan also serves as the Democratic chair in town.

“It comes incumbent upon the old timers, when they have their people in place that
are qualified to do the job, that it’s time for us to step aside,” Mayor Ryan said. “All
too often people stay on for too long.”

Mayor Ryan said he was endorsing his “team” of Councilman Wilton for mayor and
council members John Carvelli and Kevin Higgins to serve another term on the dais.

Councilman Wilton’s term does not expire until Dec. 31, 2015. If he is challenged in the race for mayor and
loses, he would return to his council seat.

Councilman Carvelli joined the dais in late 2013 to fill the seat of Jared Cohen, who moved to Belmar. While
Councilman Higgins joined the dais in 2012 to fill the seat of Kevin Lynch, who moved to Wall.

Both terms are up on Dec. 31 of this year.

While searching who to endorse for mayor, Mayor Ryan said he looked at all the elected officials — past and
present — and their roles in government to see who would be the “number one player and can carry the ball.”

“It always went back to Brian,” he said.

Choosing who to endorse, Mayor Ryan said, is not determined by seniority or length of time in a position.
Instead, a leader is judged on how and when someone makes change, he said.

None of the other possibilities were as “well rounded” as Councilman Wilton, Mayor Ryan said, noting he works
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across party lines, is respected and has built a rapport with neighboring towns.

Longtime Council member Doug Witte, also a Democrat, said he thought about seeking the mayoral seat, but
chose not to for “personal reasons.”

Councilman Witte has been a council member for more than 20 years.

The councilman said he started a new job as an inventory manager for Atlantic Health Systems, in Whippany,
and will be traveling a lot so it is not a good time.

According to the town’s Republican chair, Tom Neff, of 19th Avenue, no one has formally expressed interest in
running for either the mayor or a council seat. He said a few people have expressed their interest informally,
but declined to say who.

ABOUT THE MAYOR

Mayor Ryan was born and raised in Sacramento, Calif. He attended American River College, in Sacramento,
Calif., and in 1968 he entered the U.S. Army. Upon returning from the Army he attended the California State
University, Sacramento in Sacramento, Calif.

During college, the mayor worked for the State of California Office of State Printing. There, he became
involved in politics and the labor movement. After several years, Mayor Ryan left his position and went to work
for Pacific Telephone, and was later appointed as a union organizer with the Communications Workers of
America [CWA] Local 9421.

The mayor then went on to win election as the secretary treasurer with CWA 9421, and was appointed to their
legislative political director position in the mid 1980s.

In the early 1980s, Mayor Ryan was appointed by Democratic Sen. Al Rodda to the Sacramento County Political
Reform Commission where he served as a commissioner for several years. He was involved in the Democratic
Party serving on the Sacramento County Democratic Committee and the California Democratic State
Committee. During those years, the mayor remained a member of the California Democratic Labor Caucus.

In 1990, Mayor Ryan married Marlene Brown, of Wall, and moved to New Jersey. His wife introduced him to
Democratic politics in New Jersey.

In New Jersey, Mayor Ryan volunteered in Democratic campaigns in Vineland and Trenton, volunteered for the
Monmouth and Ocean Central Labor Council and became involved with the Monmouth County Democrats.

In 1993, Mayor Ryan ran for the South Belmar Council with Joseph Quinn and won the election.

Lake Como was formerly known as South Belmar.

After serving three terms on council and many years as council president, Mayor Ryan ran for mayor in the late
1990s, but was defeated.

In 2005, Mayor Ryan ran for mayor again, and won. He is now in his second term as mayor.

Mayor Ryan served as president of the South Belmar Democratic Club from 1994 to 2003, and has served as
Democratic Municipal Chairman of South Belmar and Lake Como since 1997.

The mayor is employed by Dimensional Management Corporation as an account representative and is the
secretary treasurer of the Monmouth and Ocean counties Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO. He serves as a
volunteer for the Camp Zehnder YMCA, in Wall, and is an usher at St. Rose Church, in Belmar.

Most recently, Mayor Ryan was elected as a Democratic State Committeeman.

“In looking back I’ve been very lucky,” Mayor Ryan said, adding that “pretty much I’ve done it all.”
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“It’s time to step aside and let the younger folks step up to the plate and represent the town,” he said, noting
that the town is getting younger so the “vision may be a little different.”

ABOUT COUNCILMAN WILTON

Councilman Wilton, 39, graduated from the University of Scranton, in Scranton, Pa. in 1997 with a bachelor of
arts degree in history and a minor in political science. He then graduated with a Juris Doctor degree from Seton
Hall University School of Law, in Newark, in 2001.

The councilman is a partner at Wilton Law Firm, in Tinton Falls, where he has worked since 2002.

He currently serves as prosecutor for Freehold Borough for 2014.

In Lake Como, Councilman Wilton has served on Lake Como Council since 2005, and is currently Council
President, which is a position he has held for several years.

He currently serves on the tourism commission and buildings and grounds.

In addition, the councilman is also heavily involved in the community through the Belmar Water Rescue Team,
where he serves as a captain. He also co-founded the Belmar/Lake Como/ Spring Lake Triathlon for Autism
Awareness and he volunteers at the annual Beach Bash, which is a two-day event that teaches autistic children
how to surf. Councilman Wilton is also a member of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh of the Jersey Shore,
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of the Jersey Shore and was a member of the Jersey Shore Triathlon Club. He is also
a member of the Belmar First Aid Squad.

The councilman resides with his wife, Sarah, and their two daughters, Hannah, 8, and Hope, 6, on 17th Avenue.

Councilman Wilton said he would like to “extend my heartfelt thanks to Mike for his leadership and stewardship
of Lake Como for the past eight years.”

As for the mayoral run, the councilman said he chose to run because he would like to continue to move Lake
Como in the “right direction and assume the leadership role that Mike has shown.”

If chosen in the Democratic primary, and subsequently elected mayor, Councilman Wilton said he would like to
see Lake Como grow and to make it a great place to live.

One of the councilman’s concerns, he said, is the ongoing discolored water issue in town, which has been a
problem for quite some time.

“People are entitled to have clean water,” he said. The water issue will be “one of the primary goals now and
will be through the election in November.”

Another goal, he said, is to grow Main Street and make it a viable place for residents and those visiting the
Jersey Shore.

ABOUT COUNCIL WOMAN TZIBROUK

Councilwoman Tzibrouk lives on 20th Avenue. She has two grown sons, Anthony and Matthew. The
councilwoman refused to give her age, however, based on previous articles, she is approximately 71.

The councilwoman is a retired social worker and registered nurse. Her last job was working as a nurse case
manager for HealthQuest, a company handling insurance matters.

She was first appointed to the dais in August 2007 to fill a vacated seat, and successfully ran for a full term in
November of that year. She is currently serving her third term.

The councilwoman currently serves on the lake committee and is also representative to the Community
Development Block Grant program and cross acceptance representative to the state development and
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redevelopment plan. Councilwoman Tzibrouk is also the chairperson for the Lake Como Relief Fund, co-chair
for Paint the Town Pink and has served on the St. Rose Grammar School advisory board since 2008.

“I feel that right now we’ve had eight years of the same mayor and the same system and it’s time for a bit of
change,” Councilwoman Tzibrouk said about why she is seeking the mayoral seat.

If chosen in the Democratic primary, and subsequently elected mayor, Councilwoman Tzibrouk said her number
one priority is to get better attendance at council meetings.

Residents question and complain about issues in town, but they do not voice their opinions at meetings, she
said, adding that the town used to have a better turnout at meetings.

“I want to open up better communication from residents to the mayor and council,” she said.
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