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VFW Post 2620 faces possibility of closing
after 69 years of service
Belmar-Wall-Juneau VFW Post 2620
By Haley Behre

Since 1899, the Veterans of Foreign Wars has been providing
aid to veterans of all wars, providing a home for them both
locally and nationally.

Now, 115 years later, local posts all over the country are
consolidating into other ones or closing their doors due to
older membership and the inability to attract new, younger
members — and, locally, the Belmar-Wall-Juneau Post 2620 is
no exception.

“It’s going on all over,” said Bob Pinto, adjutant for the VFW
office in New Jersey.

The post has been serving the local community for 69 years,
but is now facing the possibility of closing its doors or
consolidating with Post 1838 in Manasquan.

“We’re veterans of the American wars — our country’s wars —
and we’re fading fast,” said WWII veteran William Lister, who
joined the VFW in the 1950s.

But, Dan Moynihan, post commander, said they are not giving up just yet.

“We want to get some young blood in so we can keep our post,” he said.

THE EARLY YEARS

Post 2620 was instituted in the VFW on March 4, 1945 in honor of the USS Juneau,
which was struck by a torpedo on Nov. 13, 1942 during WWII, killing most of the men
on board, including four men from Belmar.

“After the war, we were all full of patriotic attitude,” said Charlie Rein, a post 2620
member who served in WWII.

It was that patriotism, and his desire to honor his brother-in-law, Jack Schoenknecht, who was killed in
Germany in 1945, that compelled him to join the VFW in 1953, he said.

In 1958, a few years after Mr. Rein joined, VFW Post 2620 opened its building on Seventh Avenue.

There was a dedication ceremony with a flag raising, speech and band from Fort Monmouth, Mr. Rein said, who
was part of the color guard for the post.

The building closed its doors in 1989, Mr. Moynihan said, although they do not know why it closed. It is now
professional offices.

Since then, the VFW has not had a home.
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Belmar-Wall-Juneau VFW Post 2620 holds a
Memorial Day ceremony annually to honor all
those who died serving their country. Photo by
HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP
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According to Mr. Lister, there was a parade in Belmar for Memorial Day until the 1960s, complete with a band
from Fort Monmouth, Girl and Boy Scouts, the VFW and fire companies.

“It was quite a thing back then,” he said.

Over the past 60 years or so, Mr. Rein said the post has not changed much since, at the heart of the
organization, the comradeship has remained the same.

ROLE OF THE VFW

Since its inception, the VFW, and post 2620, have not only worked to secure rights and benefits for veterans,
but have also been a place that provides comradeship for those who served.

“It’s a fraternal comradeship. We talk about the same things, we tell war stories,” said Harold Cuddy, quarter
master, who served in Korea.

Post 2620 member Gabriel Viscardi, who served in Vietnam, agreed. He has been a member for about three
years.

“It’s a psychological clearance for each one of us,” he said. “We’ve all been in war. We’ve all been in combat.
We’ve all experienced different things. But talking it out psychologically, I think, it helps us quite a bit.”

Mr. Lister said many who serve do not want to be reminded of it.

“They keep it inside, where we’re sociable,” he said.

When Mr. Lister came out of the military, he did not want to join a VFW, but later decided to because he
thought it would be an honor.

“What I saw and what other guys saw in combat, you never forget it,” he said.

While Mr. Lister has post-traumatic stress disorder, he said talking to fellow VFW members has helped him work
through it.

Lisa Hou, who has been in the post for three of four years, said it has been a “learning experience.”

“I feel honored to be among such great people that have contributed so much to this country and sacrificed so
much,” he said.

Each year, the VFW honors those who have served their country with services on Memorial Day and Veteran’s
Day. They also hold a service in honor of the U.S.S. Juneau and the four Belmar men who died aboard it.

“Freedom is not free,” Mr. Cuddy said, echoing sentiments that can be heard during their ceremonies.

In addition, the post holds a poppy fundraiser in May, lays flags on veterans’ graves on Memorial Day and visits
veterans in nursing homes, among other endeavors.

TODAY

Over the years, Mr. Rein said membership has dwindled. Veterans from Vietnam and Korea joined the post, but
after that, he said, they “just couldn’t attract anybody.”

A few years ago, in the mid-2000s, post 2620 was on the verge of losing its charter, Mr. Moynihan said.

“I took over as commander to hold it together,” he said, noting they are getting to the same point now as the
membership is elderly.

Today, post 2620 has 93 members, 11 of which are active, Mr. Moynihan said.
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While many are from WWII, there are two members that served in Iraq or Afghanistan and one female member.

“The drawing pool from Iraq and Afghanistan is not like after World War II or Korea where you had hundreds of
thousands over there,” Mr. Moynihan said, which has affected membership.

Several members offered additional reasons as to why they are unable to attract new membership.

Mr. Moynihan said today husband and wife both work, so they do not have time to join.

Mr. Rein said while patriotism has not waivered, he believes military men and women have “had enough” when
they come home and do not want to be involved.

“During the 1940s we had a cause that we were fighting for, but now a days I think maybe they question why
we’re over there,” he said.

While Mr. Rein believes patriotism has remained the same, Mr. Lister disagrees.

“Regretfully, I feel it’s diminishing, I truly do,” he said, adding that he believes this because not as many
people come out for their ceremonies or fly the U.S. flag.

Ms. Hou said she believes not having a VFW building turns young people away.

“It’s easier when you have a place to go,” she said.

BELMAR HISTORICAL SOCIETY DISPLAY

To honor their years of service to the country and local community, the Belmar Historical Society is featuring a
VFW memorabilia exhibit in Belmar Borough Hall, 601 Main St., which can be viewed during business hours until
the end of March.

The display includes photographs, pamphlets, the Belmar VFW meeting gavel, a life member cap and combat
medals, ribbons awarded to Mr. Moynihan and photographs documenting the Juneau disaster.

LOOKING FORWARD

Mr. Moynihan said post 2620 is in need of “young blood” to come in as members, and also to assume leadership
roles.

“Instead of quantity, we want quality. That’s important,” he said.

If they cannot get new members, Mr. Moynihan said if they did anything they would join the Manasquan VFW.

But, he said, “we’re going to hold out.”

Mr. Moynihan said they even have a few prospects thanks to Mayor Matt Doherty.

Those interested in joining can go to a VFW meeting or call Mr. Moynihan at 732-681-0895 or vice commander
Victor Corallo at 732-280-0434. The VFW meetings are held on the fourth Monday every month at 7:30 p.m. in
the senior building, on Eighth Avenue in Belmar.
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