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St. Rose fifth-graders host first Dessert
Theatre
Dessert, song & portrait gallery part of
evening’s festivities
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School fifth-graders hosted their
first Voices of American History: A Dessert Theatre.

The Dessert Theatre is a mid-year activity for the fifth-grade
social studies class, which is dedicated to American history.

To portray the history of the United States, fifth-graders sang
songs and made a portrait gallery depicting historical figures
and moments in American history for their parents. The event
took place at the St. Rose annex, on Seventh Avenue.

“History has a rich oral history,” said Colleen Reilly, fifth-grade
social studies teacher. “Students can relate to so many
important times in history through different genres.”

The students sang a Navajo hymn, songs of separation and
exploration, and songs of exaggeration and war.

The portrait gallery featured key colonial figures in American
history, such as Pocahontas, John Smith, Abagail Adams, Sir

Francis Drake, Betsy Ross and John
Winthrop. In all, there were 33 portraits displayed, and each student had to recap the
historical figure’s importance for those in attendance.

During the event, colonial desserts, such as pie, cobbler and pudding, were served.

Kathy Yevchak, the parent of fifth-grader Sophie, 11, said she commends Ms. Reilly
for developing A Dessert Theatre.

“This is the type of school activity that makes history come alive for students,” she
said.

“It was truly perfect,” Ms. Reilly said. “The students were excellent. The guests were amazed and it was better
than I had hoped.”
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St. Rose Grammar School fifth-graders dressed
up last Thursday evening for their first Voices of
American History: A Dessert Theatre. The event
was a mid-year activity for the class, who has
been learning about American history. Photo by
RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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