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Old light fixture design to be used on new
boardwalk
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough has decided to revert back to the light fixture design that was on the boardwalk
pre-Sandy after residents complained they did not like the new design.

The new design would have had light poles on the west side of the boardwalk, closer to Ocean Avenue, with
two lights extending off the pole — one light at the top of the pole facing the street and the other facing the
boardwalk about three-quarters up the pole. By doing this the borough would have eliminated the lights on the
west side of Ocean Avenue, where the businesses are located.

Whereas, the old design had the light poles on the west side of the boardwalk, with two lights extending off
the pole — one on each side of the pole at the top.

Since there seemed to be an “overwhelming hatred” for the new design, the borough is reverting to its old
design, Mayor Matt Doherty said.

This means the lights on the west side of Ocean Avenue will remain.

The light poles will be a dark gray.

Ocean Avenue resident Bill McKim said he was not a fan of the proposed light fixtures
because “it looked more like highway lighting.”

Whereas Mr. McKim liked the old light fixture design because it was “unique to the
boardwalk.”

The new light fixtures will have LED lighting, which will be twice as energy efficient,
said Paul Calabrese, borough engineer.

The governing body unanimously approved a resolution at its meeting last week authorizing the borough to
purchase the lighting through a state contract with Pemberton Electrical Supply Company, of Lumberton, for
$368,473.

The services to install the electrical components went out to bid, with the lowest bid being from Pat Maggio &
Son Electric In., of Neptune City, for $225,000.

The lights are expected to be installed by Memorial Day weekend.
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