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St. Rose students transform classroom into
Rainforest Cafe
Cafe included food, a song, costumes &
displays
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS] fourth-graders
transformed their classroom into a rainforest last week for all
to see.

The 3rd annual Rainforest Cafe is a cumulative activity for the
class’ study on ecosystems. The class had been learning about
ecosystems since November.

To help educate the students about the ecosystem, Karen
Sullivan’s class creates a Rainforest Cafe, which is a cross-
curricular experience incorporating language arts, science,
social studies, Spanish, art, music and religion.

The Rainforest Cafe opened on March 15, with decorations
lining the classroom and corridor outside and various displays,
including medicine reports, water cycles and a prayer to save
the rainforest, surrounding the area.

“I am so proud of the children. They work so hard on this
unit,” Ms. Sullivan said.

On March 15, parents entered the cafe to the hum of rain
sticks and the echo of the wind as their children, dressed as
their favorite rainforest creatures, greeted them. From there,
the students led the parents on a tour, educating them on the

importance of the rainforest as they
ate an assortment of food, such as iguana egg salad, toucan tuna and sloth salad.

The children also sang a song from Jim Scott’s album Sailing with the Moon called
“The Rainforest Song.”

Students and faculty members of SRGS experienced the cafe on Monday, March 18.

“Each year [the Rainforest Cafe] gets bigger and better,” Ms. Sullivan said.

Lauren Fromhold, 10, said she thought the Rainforest Cafe turned out “really, really
cool.” She said she enjoyed showing people what they learned and educating them about the importance of the
rainforest and why it should be saved.

The rainforest is important, Lauren said, because it is the world’s thermostat and has many trees, which people
need to breathe.

Chris Lemoult, whose son, Logan, 9, is in the class, said the Rainforest Cafe was “amazing.”

Photos
1

St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS] fourth-graders
including Abigail Dyhr, 9 [from left],
Christopher Huisman, 9, Sam Jarmer, 10, and
Mary Rosivack, 9, opened their Rainforest Cafe
for parents to see on March 15. The cafe, which
is the cumulative activity for the class’ study on
ecosystems, was opened for the SRGS
community to see on March 18. Photo by Haley
Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP
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“The kids put a tremendous amount of work into this,” he said.

Colleen Klemans, whose daughter, Grace, 10, is in the class, also enjoyed the cafe.

“It was much better than we ever thought it would be,” she said.
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