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Silver Lake island soil found nutrient
deficient
Cannot support trees, shrubs
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Residents will not be seeing many trees and shrubs
on Silver Lake island this summer like originally planned as the
soil cannot support them.

According to Councilman Brian Magovern, director of shade
tree commission and council liaison to the environmental
commission, the soil was tested, and it was determined the
soil does not have enough nutrients to support shrubs or trees.
It is nutrient deficient because Hurricane Sandy washed away
a lot of the island’s topsoil, he said.

It was recommended, the councilman said, that the borough
plant grasses native to New Jersey on the island until the
fertility of the island improves.

“We had to readjust our thinking,” the councilman said.

Grass will be planted on the island, as per the
recommendation, he said. An attempt to plant a pine tree, a
crape myrtle tree and a winterberry tree will also be done as
the borough does not want to just plant grass.

Councilman Magovern said since he lives near Silver Lake, he
can kayak to the island to fertilize and water the soil when

necessary to help the island support
the new plantings.

The borough plans to hold an event to plant the trees on April 20. To volunteer, call
borough clerk April Claudio at 732-681-3700.
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Silver Lake island will not be home to many
trees and shrubs in the near future as the soil
was tested and it was determined it did not
have enough nutrients to support them. Photo
by RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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