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Concession trailers could cost Belmar up to
$218,750
Notice to proceed given for three trailers, other two will be publicly bid
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — During a special council meeting on Monday night, the governing body approved a resolution
awarding a contract for obtaining temporary beachfront concession facilities for this upcoming summer.

The resolution was approved, 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean the lone no vote.

The resolution awarded the contract to US Mobile Kitchens, of Finksburg, Md., for three basic kitchen/food
trailers for a total of $131,250, one frying/grilling kitchen/food trailer for a total of $43,750, and one ice
cream sales kitchen/food trailer for $43,750. All are rented for a five-month period.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the borough has issued a notice to proceed [NTP] on three of the concession
trailers and there will be a public bid for the other two trailers.

That means that the other two trailers do not have to be rented.

The three trailers the borough is issuing a NTP on are for the three food
establishments — Jakes Crab Shack, 10th Ave. Freeze Out and Annie’s Ocean Grill —
that have continued their leases at the beachfront. The two trailers for the public bid
are replacing those two food establishments, the Burrito Hut and Matisse, that
terminated their leases.

Although the borough has not established a definitive amount of rent the food
establishments will have to pay, borough administrator Colleen Connolly said the
borough is hoping to break even.

This means the trailers came in at $8,750 each per month.

If the borough does not break even on the trailers that is OK, Mayor Doherty said, noting if it did not break
even it would go against the beach utility.

“The trailers are just one part of running that whole beachfront as a business,” Mayor Doherty said during the
meeting. “And it pays to be loyal to the leaseholders that you have. And I think it’s the right way to run it. I
think we’re running it like a business, and I think it’s going to work out very well for everybody.”

David Marola, owner of Annie’s Ocean Grill, said after the meeting he is happy the borough is renting the
trailers, but “I would like to have known more financial things about them by this time.”

While Mr. Marola said he paid a little less than $8,000 in rent when he was in the pavilion, he said he does not
want to pay as much this upcoming summer season since he does not think he will make as much money. Mr.
Marola said he paid a total of $39,000 in rent to the borough last summer for a five-month period.

The five-month rental period is something Mr. Marola said he does not understand since he does not know the
start date of the rental.

If the borough is starting the five months from Memorial Day weekend, then the rent will go through
Halloween, and “we’ve never been open that time,” Mr. Marola said.
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Ms. Connolly said the borough is looking to have a five-month rental contract, but “we’ll see what we can do.”

While the borough does not want the rentals to be a financial burden on the beach utility, it also wants to be
fair to the vendors, Ms. Connolly said. The borough will be pursuing funding for the temporary structures from
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, she said.

“What is most important to us is when people come to the beach this summer, they have an experience that
they’re used to,” she said. “We’ll figure out a way to make that possible.”

Tom Rogers, owner of TR’s Food Court on the west side of Ocean Avenue, said although he does not own a food
establishment on the boardwalk, he has an interest in the trailers for two reasons: he has friends who own
them and he wants them to succeed, and Mr. Rogers is thinking of bidding on one of the other two available
trailers, but cannot do that unless he knows how much the rent is.

Mr. Rogers said after the meeting he wants the trailers this upcoming season and he “commends the mayor and
council for wanting to have the businesses back,” but he needs the town to understand the “financials involved
with the seasonal business.”

“People think we make millions of dollars. We don’t,” he said.

If the rent is a lot of money, those in the trailers will not be able to make money, he said.

“We are talking about the 100-day war,” Mr. Rogers said about the summer season during the meeting. It is not
a five-month season, he said.

Mr. Rogers also said he is thinking of bidding on one of the two available trailers, but cannot “make an
intelligent decision until I know what the rent is.”

The borough intends to hold a public bid on the other two trailers at an upcoming council meeting.

The resolution was ultimately passed, 4-1, with Councilman Bean as the sole no vote.

Councilman Bean voted no because he thinks $40,000 is too high and he would have preferred the food
establishments purchased their own trailers and the borough reduced their rent.

The borough will be speaking with the food establishments in the upcoming weeks about their leases and what
can be done about rent.

All trailers are expected to be up by Memorial Day weekend.
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