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Christie visits Belmar, again
Pays his sixth visit to the town since
Hurricane Sandy hit the Shore
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Gov. Chris Christie returned to Belmar on Tuesday
for the sixth time since Hurricane Sandy struck the Jersey
Shore, this time to address residents about the second round
of federal funding to aid the state as it continues to recover
from the storm.

This was Gov. Christie’s 116th town hall meeting, which took
place in borough hall with members of the Christie
Administration, as well as local and state representatives in
attendance.

The town hall meeting was a time for the governor to reflect
on all that has happened since the storm, as well as look to
the future

as the state continues to rebuild.

Since the storm, billions of dollars have already been delivered
to Sandy victims, the governor said.

“We owe a lot to the American people for sending us the
money they sent us to be able to get back on our feet,” the
governor said.

But that money is not enough, as
New Jersey had about $37 billion worth of damage throughout the state, and the
state will wind up getting about $10 to $15 billion from the federal government, he
said.

“Remember, this was the slowest response by the Congress to a natural disaster of
this size in American history,” Gov. Christie said, reminding those in attendance that
it took over 90 days for Congress to pass an aid package for those affected by
Hurricane Sandy.

Then it took several months, from January 2013 — when Congress passed the aid
package — to May for the money to get to New Jersey, he said.

Despite this, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan has said that Sandy
aid is being delivered to victims at a faster rate than any other disaster in American history, he said.

“I’m happy about the good things we’ve done, but I am not content, and I know there are still problems that
need to be dealt with,” Gov. Christie said.

“This has not gone perfectly, far from it,” he said.

But, he said, that is what town hall meetings are for — they help identify problems that need to be fixed.
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Earlier this week, Gov. Chris Christie visited
Belmar for his 116th town hall meeting, also
marking the sixth time the governor has visited
the Shore town since Hurricane Sandy hit. At
the town hall meeting, Gov. Christie spoke
about the second round of federal funding
expected to come through soon that will aid
the state as it continues to recover from the
storm. Photo courtesy THE OFFICE OF GOV.
CHRIS CHRISTIE
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The governor said the state is now waiting on the next batch of money, about $1.4 billion, to be approved,
more than half of which will go to rebuilding homes. He hopes it will be approved by the end of April.

The governor also hopes to here about the third and final batch of federal aid by the end of May or beginning of
June, he said.

More than one year after Hurricane Sandy, the state is working on rebuilding and resiliency, so the state is
prepared for the next storm, Gov. Christie said.

“Now that we lived it once, we never ever want to live that again,” he said about Hurricane Sandy, adding that
in addition to helping residents rebuild their lives and homes, the state wants to be “stronger and more
responsive” for the next storm.

QUESTIONS FOR THE GOVERNOR

After speaking, Gov. Christie fielded questions from residents, some of whom raised concern about available
grant programs.

Manasquan resident Nick Perone spoke about his “frustration” with the fact that those without flood insurance
were able to get money quicker than those who had it.

Mr. Perone has flood insurance.

Gov. Christie said a problem with flood insurance is that the National Flood Insurance Program is the only
avenue in which to get the insurance.

“In an industry where there’s no competition, there is also little accountability,” the governor said.

“The worst part of it is” that all the homeowners’ insurance agencies in the state agreed to enter voluntary
arbitration or mediation with Sandy victims, except one, the NFIP, he said.

“Imagine that. The federal government refused to sit down with victims and voluntarily arbitrate or mediate
their dispute,” the governor said.

This experience from Hurricane Sandy has shown that there needs to be competition in the flood insurance
program, he said.

“That’s what this whole country’s economic system is built on, competition,” he said.

Like Mr. Perone, Brick resident Therese Daitone spoke about her experience and frustration with rebuilding.

Ms. Daitone’s home, which she purchased about one year before Sandy hit, was destroyed, and she has been
displaced ever since.

She came to the town hall meeting looking for answers as to when she could be taken off the Rehabilitation,
Reconstruction, Elevation and Mitigation [RREM] grant program waiting list, where she said she is ranked
between 2,000 and 2,500 on the waiting list.

The RREM grant is aimed at helping affected homeowners repair, elevate or rebuild their residences.

“I need my home back,” Ms. Daitone said.

The “good news for you” is that if the $1.4 billion spending plan is approved the “overwhelming likelihood” is
that Ms. Daitone would be taken off the waiting list and would become eligible for the grant, Gov. Christie said.

Belmar Elementary School eighth-grader Lara Graney asked if Gov. Christie could further explain the state’s
plans for dunes.
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Gov. Christie said after surveying the Shore after the storm, it became clear that those municipalities who had
engineered dune systems in place “suffered significantly less damage” to their homes.

Knowing this, the governor asked President Barack Obama soon after Sandy to appropriate funding for
engineered dunes. The funds have since been appropriated.

“There’s a natural, environmentally safe way to protect our coastline,” Gov. Christie said.

The conversation then steered away from rebuilding post-Sandy and toward education in New Jersey.

Red Bank Catholic senior Tom Toman, 18, of Spring Lake Heights, asked the governor about the possibility of
state colleges having a quota of in-state residents accepted to state colleges.

As someone who is applying for colleges, Mr. Toman said he feels it is unfair that he is “paying for these
institutions [through taxes] and the game is rigged against me.” He believes too many seats are going to out of
state students, who pay a higher tuition fee and are, therefore, more attractive to the schools.

Gov. Christie said quotas would probably not happen. While New Jersey residents do still pay taxes to support
state colleges, it not as much as it used to be, he said, noting he does not see that changing.

One problem, the governor said, is the lack of seats.

If a state school were to expand the number of seats available, he said, presumably that would expand the
number of in-state students, as well.

Belmar resident Dave Schneck followed up Mr. Toman’s question with another one focusing on education. This
time, though, the question focused on the school funding formula the state Supreme Court ruled on for the
Abbott districts.

Mr. Schneck asked if there is a path the governor could take to “ignore an unconstitutional action” made by the
state Supreme Court regarding school funding other than waiting for the opportunity to change the people on
the state Supreme Court.

The governor said he has tried.

In the Abbott II [1990] decision, the NJ Supreme Court found the education provided to urban school children
inadequate and unconstitutional. In this and subsequent rulings, the court ordered remedies to assure these
children a constitutional education. The remedies include standards-based education supported by adequate
foundation funding; supplemental K-12 programs; universal preschool education; school facilities improvements
and accountability measures.

In 2011, the state Supreme Court ordered the state to increase aid to the Abbott districts by $500 million.

“They [state Supreme Court] rewrote the budget that the legislature approved and the governor signed. It is
outrageous,” Gov. Christie said.

This year, New Jersey will spend $12.9 billion from the state budget on public schools — a record amount — of
which 63 percent will go to 31 school districts, he said. The other 37 percent will go to the other 550 school
districts.

“If you don’t let them know that 63-37 split for 31 districts and 550 districts is unconstitutional, then they're
going to keep doing it everybody,” he said.

Members of the Christie Administration stayed after the meeting to speak with and answer questions from
individual residents about issues they are facing.
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