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Community meeting to be held for residents
on Friday
For those living in the south end of town to discuss issues affecting them
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough will be holding a community meeting tomorrow evening to discuss issues affecting the
south end of town.

These issues include the ongoing water infrastructure improvement project and Lake Como, which is bordered
by the boroughs of Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake, and has a habit of overflowing during inclement
weather.

The lake’s habit of overflowing was especially evident post-Hurricane Sandy, when it flooded many blocks and
damaged many homes.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, the towns have been discussing long-term solutions for
the lake for quite some time.

The “focus has always been on these permanent solutions rather than just being reactive to flooding events,”
she said.

Possible solutions to the lake include adding a larger outfall pipe, which would
replace the old one, and dredging, Ms. Connolly said.

“Dredging really does not provide the long-term solution,” but it does provide the
lake with a greater capacity to hold water, Ms. Connolly said.

The borough is pursuing all possible funding, she said.

N.J. Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Bob Martin spoke briefly
about these two possible solutions at the lake during Gov. Chris Christie’s town hall
meeting in Belmar earlier this week [see related story].

What this told Ms. Connolly is that they “heard us loud and clear” and now it comes down to the DEP helping
the towns identify funding and moving the project forward, she said.

Another possible topic of conversation tomorrow evening is the ongoing water infrastructure project.

For quite some time, residents in certain areas of town have been experiencing ongoing water issues. These
areas of town include the Rhode Island Point section, which is the southwestern section of town near Maclearie
Park, and the opposite end of town in the Surf Avenue area.

Realizing the water issue, in part, stemmed from aging infrastructure, the borough devised a plan to improve
its infrastructure in certain parts of town.

Metra Industries, of Little Falls, was awarded two contracts for the water improvement work that total $2.6
million.

In conjunction with this project, the water mains in the south end of town and on Seventh Avenue that are 4
inches in diameter or smaller will be replaced with 8 inch ones.
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A contract was awarded for about $1.1 million to MSP Construction Corp., in Newark, to replace the water
mains.

This project is currently underway and is being funded by a $5 million bond.

Once the project is completed, Ms. Connolly said residents should have a “whole different experience” with
their water quality and how it is delivered.

The community meeting is slated for March 28 beginning at 7 p.m. in borough hall.
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