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Belmar boy speaks at Different Learner’s
Day
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A 7-year-old Belmar resident recently traveled to
Little Silver to tell his peers that, even though he has cochlear
implants and might have an alternative learning style, he is no
different than them.

Cormac Lawrence was born deaf due to a gene mutation called
connexin 26, according to his mother, Jennifer Lawrence.

He is a triplet with Colin and Ciaran. Ciaran has hearing aids
due to hearing loss, although the reason for Ciaran’s hearing
loss is unknown, she said.

Colin has no hearing loss.

They have a younger sister, Calleigh, 4. She has no hearing
loss.

“When we first found out, it was very upsetting,” Mrs. 
Lawrence said.

At the age of 1, Cormac underwent surgery for his cochlear
implants. Four weeks later, he received the external piece for
his implants and heard for the first time, she said.

“We’re just really lucky he [Cormac] was put in our family,”
she said, as it has opened up a “whole new world” and has
allowed them to appreciate things more.

Cormac is currently a second-grader at St. Rose Grammar
School, and, for the second year in a row, was invited to speak
at Point Road School, in Little Silver, at their 8th annual
Different Learner’s Day.

Different Learner’s Day was held on
March 13.

According to Julie Ford, Point Road School counselor, Different Learner’s Day began
several years ago as part of the health and social studies curriculum. Although it no
longer is included in the curriculum, the teachers decided to continue the day due to
its success and usefulness.

During the day, third-graders travel to five different rooms, with each hosting an
individual with a disability or someone who works closely with those who have that
particular disability. The five disabilities taught are physical, learning,

developmental, vision and hearing, Ms. Ford said.

The day was “created to educate students about disabilities as well as help raise awareness and acceptance of
individual differences,” Ms. Ford said.
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Belmar resident Cormac Lawrence, 7, recently
traveled to Point Road School, in Little Silver,
to speak at Different Learner’s Day. He was
born deaf and now has cochlear implants.
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This is done through presenters, as well as hands on activities. For instance, in the hearing room, students
learned sign language, took an “unfair spelling test,” where sound is affected so they could not hear the full
word, and heard Cormac speak.

Cormac was the only child presenter.

According to Cormac, he spoke about his surgery and showed them a book he made with pictures of his surgery,
activities he likes to do, such as soccer, playing the piano and doing gymnastics, and his friends.

He also told students that even though he learns with a personal FM system, he learns the same as they do.

When the teacher speaks, the FM system allows her voice to go straight to Cormac’s implants, Mrs. Lawrence
said, noting it is like a bluetooth.

“It was fun because I met new friends,” Cormac said.

Mrs. Lawrence said “to sit there and watch him speak and be so confident and not be intimidated and talk to
those kids — I’m just impressed by him every day.”

Cormac said his favorite part about speaking was telling the students that he is no different than them.

At school, Cormac said he feels no different as his friends accept him for who he is.

“Everyone likes me for who I am, not the way I’m different,” he said.

At the end of the day, the students wrote essays about what they found to be the most interesting or
influential part of the day, Ms. Ford said, and almost all the students wrote about Cormac.

“One student said ‘he’s a kid just like us and we can learn a lot from him,’” Ms. Ford said.

“It was great for them to meet someone who overcomes challenges and someone that’s very relatable,” she
said.
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