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Mayor Ryan bids farewell to political life in
Lake Como
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Mayor Mike Ryan bid farewell to Lake Como
political life before friends, family and colleagues last week
when he announced he will be stepping down as mayor at the
end of this year.

The mayor, whose term is up on Dec. 31 of this year, made the
announcement at Bar Anticipation on Wednesday, March 19.

“I believe it’s time to move on,” Mayor Ryan said. He has been
on the dais since 1993 as both a council member and mayor in
Lake Como, and many years before that was active in politics
in California.

This was his second term as mayor. He is also the Democratic
municipal chairman in town.

The fact Mayor Ryan will be stepping down at the end of this
year was not the only announcement he had to make last
Wednesday evening.

“It is my belief that when you step into a leadership role that
you have a responsibility to go and train those that are coming
behind you,” Mayor Ryan said, adding a person should move on
when it is time and not overstay their welcome.

By stepping down, he said, it allows others to “step up to the
plate,” like Councilman Wilton, who has been a council
member in Lake Como since 2005.

“As the local Democratic chairman,
tonight I am giving the Democratic Party line at this time to my good friend, and
someone who has had my back for seven- and one-half years — Brian Wilton,” Mayor
Ryan said.

The mayor will also be endorsing Council member Kevin Higgins and John Carvelli,
who are both seeking another term on the dais. Both their seats are up at the end of
the year.

The mayor said he will not be “going away completely,” though, as he will continue to
work on behalf of the county Democratic committee and continue his work as a state

committee member.

Councilman Wilton then spoke briefly, reflecting on his years working with Mayor Ryan and looking to the future
of Lake Como.

“This night isn’t about me, it’s about the Borough of Lake Como” and those that serve it, Councilman Wilton
said.
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Mayor Mike Ryan announced he will not be
seeking a third term as mayor, and will,
instead, choose to endorse Council President
Brian Wilton in the upcoming election for mayor
and council members John Carvelli and Kevin
Higgins as they seek to serve another term on
the dais. Mayor Ryan’s term is up on Dec. 31 of
this year. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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He thanked Mayor Ryan for all he has done for Lake Como.

“You’re my friend, you’ve been my mentor. You took me under your wing so many years ago and you’ve shown
me everything there is to know about politics,” he said, noting the mayor not only took the councilman under
his wing, but allowed him to grow, as well.

“For that I sincerely thank you,” he said.

The councilman said he knows he has “big shoes to fill” but he is up to the challenge.

With the help of his runningmates, council members Carvelli and Higgins, Councilman Wilton said they are
ready to “take Lake Como forward.”

“I know that being mayor is not easy. It takes physical and mental endurance and stamina to do the job,” he
said, noting he has done it before as council president when the mayor was out of town or unavailable.

“I know what it takes to do it. I have what it takes to get the job done,” Councilman Wilton said.

Councilman Higgins then took a moment to also thank Mayor Ryan for his guidance over the years.

“He has been a mentor to me as much as Brian has been a mentor to me over these past couple of years on the
council,” he said.

Those interested have until March 31 to file a petition for the primary election, which will be held on June 3
this year.
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