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St. Rose to host a Walk for Education to
help financially assist families
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS] is hosting its first Community Walk for Education to financially assist
current and future families at the school.

The two-mile walk, slated for May 17, has the goal of raising $75,000 for tuition assistance and scholarships.

“There’s a need to raise money to provide financial assistance to families,” not only those who currently have
their children enrolled at St. Rose but also for those who want their children to receive a Catholic education
but may not be able to afford it, said Michele Gannon, chairwoman of the walk and a parent to three children
at SRGS.

According to Ms. Gannon, over the last five years, enrollment has decreased, not only at St. Rose but “across
the board in all Catholic schools.”

Travis Semblewski, the school’s marketing coordinator, said the decline in enrollment is “because of the
economy and that families don’t know that we have these programs in place to help them.”

To financially support families, St. Rose is looking to the community for help.

“We do have such an amazing school” because of its “well rounded education” that
involves building a child’s character, which, according to Ms. Gannon, is a “great
foundation for the future.”

Mr. Semblewski said “it is through the generosity of our parish, alumni and the
community that we are able to offer financial assistance to those in need,” and the
Walk for Education is another avenue in which the St. Rose community is able to
support that mission as 100 percent of the proceeds from the event will assist
families.

Those interested in registering for the walk or donating to the cause can visit
http://walkforeducation.dojiggy.com/ng/index.cfm/a823726/regPages/pages/?p=126352.

Registration costs $25 for those 18 years or older; $10 for those 5-17 years of age; $50 for a family package,
which includes two adults and up to five children; and free for children under the age of 5.

Prizes will be awarded to the top three individual and team fundraisers.
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