
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Arts Council sees packed house for Juried
Art Show opening reception
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Arts Council building was packed for the
9th Annual Juried Art Show’s opening reception this past
Saturday.

Each year, Belmar Arts Council [BAC] artists submit artwork of
any medium that is judged and selected by a juror to hang on
display. This year’s judge, Kay Stables, professor of design at
Goldsmith’s College, University of London, selected 86 pieces
from the 190 or so works submitted.

Pat Hutchinson, chair of this year’s exhibit, said she was
surprised with the number of submissions as she felt people
would have other things on their mind after Hurricane Sandy.

“I think it gets better every year,” Ms. Hutchinson said about
the quality of work.

While there was a “great outpouring of work,” Ms. Hutchinson
said she would like to see more 3D art work, such as sculptures
in future art shows.

Overall, though, Ms. Hutchinson said the opening reception
was good with at least 300 people in attendance.

Artist Shane Butler, of Bradley Beach, has a mixed media art
piece on display called “Live on Stage,” which he said was

about the passing of time and
pursuing dreams.

The juried art show, Mr. Butler said, has a great variety of high quality work.

Sandy Huston, of Howell, said the opening reception had an amazing turnout. Ms.
Huston has a piece of artwork displayed in the show called “Beach Day, Ocean
Grove.”

The work displayed at the art show, Ms. Huston said, has a good variety of pieces,
ranging from acrylic to photography and traditional to abstract.

“There’s just a lot of talent,” she said.

“It’s got everything,” Ms. Huston said. “It’s just a good show.”

Rachele Padula, of Point Pleasant Beach, said this year’s art show has “stronger” artwork, better flow and is
more professional than last year. Ms. Padula has her artwork displayed in the show for the second straight year.
Her acrylic piece is called “Submersion” and is inspired by “a lot of emotions,” she said.

During the evening, awards were presented for the five medium categories, as well as best in show.
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Belmar resident Pat Hutchinson, chair of this
year’s Juried Art Show, presented Belmar Arts
Council [BAC] member Joe Villa, of Holmdel, an
award for his prize winning photography called
“Back Room.” The opening reception for the
Juried Art Show, which is displayed at the BAC,
was this past Saturday. Photo by SUEANNE
GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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The 2013 winners were Gary Dates, best in show for his archival ink jet print, “iPad app;” Sheilagh Casey, first
prize in painting, for her acrylic painting, “Memory Vessel;” Lauren Bellero, first prize in sculpture and fine
crafts, for “No Beginning, No End;” Joe Villa, first prize in photography, for “Back Room;” Ellen Scharfenberg,
first prize in drawing and graphic media, for her pastel “Remembrance of Summer;” and Robert Varcoe, first
prize in mixed media, for “Hanging at Hojo’s.”

GIVING BACK

The BAC also took time out during the evening to present a $791.86 check to the Belmar First Aid Squad’s
annual Surfer’s Healing event in the summer. Fran Hines, director of Emergency Medical Services in Belmar,
accepted the check on the first aid’s behalf.

“We certainly appreciate the money,” Mr. Hines said, as well as the BAC’s participation in the Beach Bash.

Last year, BAC members helped the children at the event with their artwork, and after the Beach Bash was
over, the BAC created an exhibit to display and sell the pieces they had created. The money donated to the
first aid squad comes from the work sold during that exhibit, called Art for Autism.

“Art is a big deal for kids with autism. It’s the way they get to express themselves,” since many of them are
non-verbal, Mr. Hines said. So to have BAC members help out during the Beach Bash is a “great thing.”

The Beach Bash will be held this year on Sunday, Sept. 8 and Monday, Sept. 9.
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