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Council President Deicke will not seek
re-election in November
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After two terms on the dais, Council President Claire Deicke will not be seeking re-election come
November.

“I’ve very much enjoyed my terms of office representing the people of Belmar,” she said. But she will not be
seeking reelection because she would like to “refocus on family and more personal matters.”

Council President Deicke, who is a Democrat, began serving on the council in 2008. During that time she has
served under former Mayor Ken Pringle and Mayor Matt Doherty, both of whom she said are “fine leaders of the
community.”

Throughout her six years, the council president has helped bring various programs and initiatives to the
borough, such as the health fair, Choose Your Cover, Walk and Talk with the Mayor and Belmar’s Blooming. She
has also worked with the Belmar Historical Society on their Memories of Belmar book and its sequel, which is
currently in the works.

This year, the councilwoman served as the liaison to the beach and environmental committee, public safety
committee and community services committee, and was a member of the harbor commission and the
Americans with Disabilities Act Committee, which she currently coordinates.

Council President Deicke also currently serves as the chair for the Belmar Mayor’s
Wellness Campaign and Belmar Cares, although she said she is unsure whether she will
stay on as chair of these positions.

She will continue being a member of the Belmar Woman’s Club, which she has been a
member of since 1999.

“It’s been an education,” she said about her time on the council. “I learned a great
deal, but most importantly, I learned how wonderful our residents are.”

Mayor Doherty said Councilwoman Deicke “has been an outstanding councilwoman and
a mentor to me.”

“The amount that she’s accomplished in the last six years to improve the quality of life for residents in Belmar
is remarkable,” he said.

“It’s been great having Claire as our council president,” Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay said. “She’s been my
mentor since my first day and has taught me a great deal about being a councilwoman serving the residents of
Belmar.”

Replacing the councilwoman on the Democratic ticket in the upcoming election is Janis Blackburn, of River
Court.

The two council seats that are up for grabs are that of Council President Deicke and Councilman Brian
Magovern. The councilman, who is also a Democrat, will be seeking re-election.

“I think she’s an excellent candidate for the ticket with Brian Magovern,” Council President Deicke said of Ms.
Blackburn.
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Ms. Blackburn has served on the board of adjustment for several years, and is a representative for the housing
commission, which oversees the federally funded Senior building.

If elected, Ms. Blackburn said she wants to “keep Belmar as good a town as it already is.” She would also like
to keep the taxes low and help residents when they need it, she said.

Mayor Doherty said he believes, “Brian and Janis make a dynamic ticket.”

He continued, “As unfortunate it is that Claire will not be seeking re-election, we are equally fortunate that
Janis will replace her on the ticket.”
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